Bill Summary

AB 1574 seeks to preserve families and prevent tribal
children from entering foster care by creating the Tribal
Foster Care Prevention Services Program.

Background

California implemented the Family First Prevention Act
through AB 153 (Committee on Budget, Chapter 86,
Statutes of 2021). This legislation began a targeted shift
from intervening with families by removing children and
placing them in foster care to intervening early to address
the family challenges that lead to removal in the first
place. In a short time, this change in investment has
shown very positive results. Between 2020 and 2025, the
overall California foster care population has been reduced
by 33%.! In some regions such as Los Angeles, that
reduction has been even greater at 46%.> Child welfare
leaders in Los Angeles explain this incredible outcome as
a result of focused prevention services both to
community-based referrals and early legal support for
families.

There are similar stories of the successful impacts of
prevention programs focused on Native American
children. The My Two Aunties Program was created by
the Indian Health Council, Inc. and is based solely on the
tribal values of the communities the program served. The
program collaborated with San Diego County in
implementation and received funding from the county to
support operations. The program reduced the number of
Native American children in foster care in the region from
487 to 10, a 98% reduction.*
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incarceration.® Funding is needed to ensure tribes and
tribal organizations can sustainably build internal
capacity to prevent child removal and family separation
which will not only lead to better outcomes for families
but also long-term cost savings for the state.

While tribes and tribal organizations are often the front-
line providing services and support for Native American
children and families, they do not receive funding to do
so despite reducing county workload and costs. In 2021,
California authorized 222.4 million dollars to support
prevention services programs. These funds were
authorized to support counties and tribes but only allowed
two of California’s 109 tribes to be eligible to receive an
allocation. This funding disparity undermines the
expressed goals of California in addressing the
overrepresentation of Native American children in the
foster care system.

Solution

Native American children continue to be overrepresented
in the California foster care system. In the last five years,
Native American children have been two to five times
more likely than white children to enter foster care.’
Youth who were formerly in foster care have been shown
to have worse educational and employment outcomes,
and experience higher rates of homelessness and
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This legislation would create the Tribal Foster Care
Prevention Services Program, establishing tribes and
tribal organizations as eligible entities to receive funding
to provide prevention services for children and families at
risk of entering the foster care system. Tribes can enter an
agreement with the California Department of Social
Services (CDSS) by submitting an annual letter of
interest. The program will fund the costs associated with
tribally defined services aimed at preserving families and
preventing the entry of children into foster care. Tribes
that enter an agreement must submit a report to CDSS to
include children and families served by the program. This
program is subject to appropriation, and CDSS is strongly
encouraged to pursue federal approvals and waivers to
supplement the cost.
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