
Summary of the Foster Care Rate Reform:
California is reforming how payments will be made to caregivers and homes when children are in foster care.
Previously the foster care rates were established based on the type of home or facility in which the child was
placed. The rate reform set to take effect in 2027, will establish a rate for the specific child based on the level
of need that is determined by the Child and Adolescent Strengths and Needs Assessment. The new foster
care rates under this reform will provide all children with a separate pot of funding called “Strengths Building”
that will allow the child and their team the authority to spend funds on activities that build on the strengths of
the youth such as sports, cultural activities, or job training. Additionally, depending on the level of need of the
youth based on the assessment, some youth will receive an additional pot of funding to address their
“Immediate Needs” such as mental health services, behavioral services, or other interventions to support the
youth.

Directly in Case Planning &
Management for an Indian Child:

Under the new rate reform, all children’s foster care rates
will be based on their scores on the Child a ndAdolescent
Strengths and Needs. Under WIC 16560 Tribes must be
included in the completion of the CANS for an Indian Child.

The funding for the strengths building plans developed for an
Indian child shall be informed by the social and cultural
standards of the Indian child’s tribe and with active efforts
requirements per WIC 16565.
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Tribal Rights under Foster Care Rate Reform

The funding for the immediate needs for an Indian child
must include partnering with the child’s tribe to ensure these
funds can be used for services and supports that reflect the
social and cultural standards of the Tribe and align with
active efforts requirements, under WIC 16562(c)(1).

In county and state development of
programs for immediate needs &
strengths building:

In the development of local immediate needs programs,
the counties must coordinate with federally recognized
tribes to ensure these programs meet active efforts
requirements and include services that are consistent
with the social and cultural standards of the tribes
under WIC 16562(d)(2)(E).

In the choosing of providers and standards of care for
the immediate needs programs, consultation must occur
with federally recognized tribes and providers selected
must have specialized knowledge and training or
experience with tribes and ICWA per WIC 16562.

In the development of the standards of care
requirements for strength building programs
consultation must occur with federally recognized tribes
WIC 16565.


