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CTFC MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS
Latest News From California Tribal Families Coalition

CTFC Community Corner

Judge Sunshine Suzanne Sykes has served as a California Superior Court Judge on the
Superior Court of Riverside County since 2013. She currently presides over a civil litigation
department and is the presiding judge of the appellate division. From 2005 to 2013, Judge
Sykes served as a Deputy County Counsel in the Office of County Counsel for Riverside
County, handling litigation on behalf of government entities and serving as a juvenile
dependency trial attorney representing the California Department of Public Social Services on
matters concerning abused and neglected children. From 2003 to 2005, Judge Sykes worked
as a contract attorney for the Juvenile Defense Panel at the Southwest Justice Center. From
2001 to 2003, she was a staff attorney for California Indian Legal Services. Judge Sykes is a
member of the Navajo Nation and is a descendant of the Coyote Pass-Jemez Clan.

Judge Sykes received her J.D. from Stanford Law School in 2001 and her B.A from Stanford
University in 1997.

http://www.caltribalfamilies.org
https://www.home.tlpi.org/_files/ugd/3fb28d_33530f5df746413594d2192335c69537.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign/wearblueday
https://bit.ly/3nbx9Li


It's the holiday season, but there is a state of emergency in California Indian country. The
Yurok Tribe issued a declaration in response to the human trafficking crisis in Indian country.
The following is an excerpt from Yurok's declaration: "Per capita, native women and girls are
victims of human trafficking at a much higher rate. Tribes across the US are advocating for
additional resources to confront this indelible issue. In 2020, 5,295 indigenous people were
reported missing to the National Crime Information Center. At the end of the same year, 1,496
were still missing. Last year, there were 18 cases involving missing and murdered indigenous
women and girls in California, according to a report produced by the Yurok Tribal Court and the
Sovereign Bodies Institute (SBI). The actual number is likely much higher because MMIWG
cases are poorly documented at the state and federal levels. A third of all cases in California
occurred in Mendocino, Humboldt and Del Norte Counties, despite the sparse populations in
these areas Even worse, murders of Native women in the state are seven times less likely to
be solved." To read the full declaration, click here.

January 11th is Human Trafficking
Awareness Day!

Do your part to raise awareness about human
trafficking. Our tribal people and our lands have sadly
become a primary target for these predators. Increase
your tribal communities and casinos awareness of the
warning signs and risk factors of human trafficking.
Learn more about the #WearBlueDay initiative here.

CTFC Outreach Corner

https://www.yuroktribe.org/post/yurok-tribe-issues-emergency-declaration-to-raise-awareness-about-mmiw
https://www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign/wearblueday


CTFC was honored to be part of a multi-
day training event hosted by the Upper
lake tribe focused on ICWA, VAWA and
Public Law 280. The audience was
officers from Lake County Sheriffs
Department, Tribal Cultural Preservation
team members, Tribal leaders, tribal
social services and others. 

Principal Chief Hoskins of Cherokee
Nation and CTFC legal director, Kimberly
Cluff, hosted a speaking engagement for
Native American Heritage Month event
in November. The event was moderated
by Keith Harper and focused on ICWA
and current litigation threats to tribal
sovereignty.  

Newest CTFC Member Tribes
California Tribal Families
Coalition is proud to
announce it has grown!

Picayune Rancheria of
the Chukchansi Indians is
the newest tribe to join
CTFC and our mission to
promote the health,
safety and welfare of
tribal families.

Thank you Chukchansi
for your donation and we
look forward to working
with you!

California ICWA Case Corner

https://bit.ly/3nbx9Li


Below is a summary of the only published ICWA-related opinion in November - there
were 15 other unpublished opinions filed last month. All were focused on inquiry and
notice issues. Since we began tracking cases on 09/01/21, the following counties have
issued ICWA related opinions: Fresno (1), Kern (1), Los Angeles (17), Madera (1),
Sacramento (2), San Bernardino (2), Santa Clara (1), San Diego (3), San Luis Obispo
(1), Sonoma (1), Yolo (1), Yuba (1). We will continue tracking this data.
______________________________________________
In re Josiah T., 71 Cal. App. 5th 388
Opinion filed 2021.11.08| Los Angeles County

Summary: Mother appeals termination of her parental rights of one of her four children.
The paternal grandparents indicated ancestry with Cherokee and Choctaw tribes, so
notice was sent to three Choctaw tribes and the Bureau of Indian Affairs. All returned
with information that the child was not eligible for membership. The Department did not
follow-up on the Cherokee claims and instead marked all case documents as if ICWA
did not apply because the grandmother later denied having any Indian ancestry. The
appellate court reverses the termination of parental rights and remands for an
investigation into the child’s Indian status.

Why it matters: The Court relies on In re Gabriel G. and states a “mere change in
reporting, without more, is not an automatic ICWA free pass; when there is a conflict in
the evidence and no supporting information, DCFS may not rely on the denial alone
without making some effort to clarify the relative's claim.” The Court expresses the
importance for social workers to follow up on inconsistent information provided by family
members and to document the information and subsequent actions taken clearly and in
detail so courts know if due diligence was done.

UPCOMING DATES & DEADLINES

January 7- ICWA Minimum Federal Standards, presented by CTFC (2 hours general
MCLE credit – approval pending from the State Bar of California)
January 11-January is Human trafficking awareness month; wear blue on January 11th
to help raise awareness
January 21- ICWA 2.0: Active Efforts and How is the Legal Standard Met?, presented by
CTFC (1 hour general MCLE credit – approval pending from the State Bar of California)

https://law.justia.com/cases/california/court-of-appeal/2021/b311213.html


February 11- ICWA 2.0: Placement Preferences, Court Findings and Why They Matter,
presented by CTFC (1 hour general MCLE credit – approval pending from the State Bar
of California)
March 4- ICWA 2.0: What is a QEW and What’s the Role?, presented by CTFC (1 hour
general MCLE credit – approval pending from the State Bar of California).

Register now!

Read past Monthly
Highlights.

 ​  ​  ​

https://caltribalfamilies.org/free-icwa-training-series/
https://caltribalfamilies.org/monthly-highlights/
https://www.facebook.com/caltribalfamilies/
https://twitter.com/CalTribalFam
https://www.instagram.com/caltribalfamiliescoalition/

