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Latest News From California Tribal Families Coalition

LC4T Launches!

The launch is approaching! The latest project of
CTFC is the launch of Legal Counsel for Tribes
(LCAT). The number one recommendation of the
ICWA Compliance Task Force Report, which
sparked the creation of CTFC, was “Appointment
of Counsel or Resources to Retain Counsel.”
Tribal Leaders found that the absence of legal
counsel for Tribes in ICWA cases is a “significant
breach of the mandates of due process”. CTFC
has been laying the ground work since its
foundation for tribes to access federal and state
funds, in the same way that attorneys for parents,
minors and counties do. By accessing already
available funding to support Tribes retaining legal
counsel, LCAT will solve the fundamental inequity
of Tribes being the only party in the courtroom
denied resources to defend their complex rights
under ICWA. Please stay tuned as the LC4T
project roles out, starting in the Eastern Sierra
region and soon statewide.

Using a Public Health Lens to Work in
the Child Welfare System

“Tribal governments exercise the authorities and
responsibilities of a nation-state, including
protecting the health and welfare of their citizens.”
That's how a new book, Public Health Law:
Concepts and Case Studies, introduces the
chapter on Public Health Law and American
Indians and Alaska Natives (AlI/AN). CTFC’s Law
School Graduate Legal Fellow, Michelle
Castagne, co-authored the chapter with Assistant
Professor Aila Hoss, from the University of Tulsa
College of Law. The book is written with a basis in
health equity and is intended to be used by public
health practitioners, and in undergraduate and
graduate studies, to highlight how law impacts the
health of communities. This is the first time a
textbook of this kind has featured how public
health law is leveraged in Indian Country. Many of
the concepts, including the historical context and
legal foundations for modern-day practice of tribal
public health, are also applicable to tribal child
welfare work. Castagne looks forward to applying
this public health law lens to her work at CTFC.
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http://www.caltribalfamilies.org
https://www.springerpub.com/public-health-law-9780826182036.html#description
https://faculty.utulsa.edu/faculty/aila-hoss/
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CTFCINVITES YOU TO ATTEND A
TRIBAL STRATEGY SESSION FOR
THE ANNUAL CDSS TRIBAL
CONSULTATION SUMMIT
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Join us in preparation of the CDSS Tribal
Consultation Summit to discuss strategy |
surrounding the Summit Agenda. CTFC also a

. seeks to discuss the implementation

efforts of AB 686 (adding Indian community %

standards to the Resource Family Approval
Process) and updating the CDSS Tribal
Consultation Policy.
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Thursday, September 16, 2021
3:00 - 5:00 PM
Zoom Meeting Info:
https://caltribalfamilies-
org.zoom.us/j/86802341574
h/ VAR TV |

CDSS Annual Tribal Consultation
Summit

The California Department of Social Services will
be holding the 4th Annual Tribal Consultation on
Wednesday, September 22nd from 9:00AM-
12:00PM. Immediately following the Consultation
(after a lunch break) there will be a Statewide
ICWA Plan Working Session 1:00PM-4:00PM.
Both the Consultation and the Planning Session
will be in a virtual format only. The Tribal
Consultation Summit Agenda includes:

CalFresh Consultation Mandate
AB 2083 Consultation Guidelines for
Counties
Structured Decision Making®
Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) Guidance
Development: All-County Letter Series

o Office of Tribal Affairs Strategic Plan

The Statewide ICWA Plan Working Session :

The afternoon Session is not formal government-
to-government consultation, but is an ongoing
workgroup session to discuss the implementation
of the CDSS Statewide ICWA Plan. The Statewide
ICWA Plan is a blueprint for achieving
benchmarks, measurable targets and achieve
measurable results, and should serve as a way for
the State and Tribes to have tangible markers of
program effectiveness, oversight, and
accountability with relation to ICWA compliance
and best practice.

AB 686 IMPLEMENTATION

EFFORTS TO CORRECT THE RESOURCE FAMILY APPROVAL
PROCESS TO INCLUDE INDIAN COMMUNITY STANDARDS.

HISTORY OF RESOURCE FAMILY APPROVAL (RFA)
IN 2016, AB 403 (STONE) WAS PASSED TO STREAMLINE THE
PLACEMENT APPROVAL PROCESS FOR ALL CHILDREN IN THE
CALIFORNIA CHILD WELFARE SYSTEM. THE INTENT BEHIND A
CREATING "RESOURCE FAMILIES" WAS TO ENSURE THAT THE DAILY
NEEDS OF FOSTER YOUTH WERE BEING MET IN PERMANENT
SUPPORTIVE HOMES AND ENSURING THAT THESE HOMES HAVE THE
TRAINING AND SERVICES TO MEET THE CHILD'S NEED. THE HOPE OF
RESOURCE FAMILIES WAS TO PREVENT PLACEMENT DISRUPTION.

RFA REQUIREMENTS
IN ORDER TO BE APPROVED AS A RESOURCE FAMILY, A CAREGIVER
MUST COMPLETE AN APPLICATION, CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK
V CLEARANCE, HOME ENVIRONMENT ASSESSMENT, 12 HOURS OF PRE-
APPROVAL TRAINING, AND ASSESSMENTS RECARDING A PROPOSED
CAREGIVER'S HEALTH HISTORY, INCLUDING MENTAL HEALTH.

IMPACT OF RFA ON PLACEMENTS FOR INDIAN CHILDREN
THE INTENT OF RFA IS TO PREVENT DELAYS IN FINDING A HOME FOR A FOSTER CHILD.
AS A RESULT, COUNTIES NOW HAVE A POOL OF PRE-APPROVED HOMES TO SERVE AS
PLACEMENTS FOR ANY FOSTER CHILD. THIS IS AT ODDS WITH THE PLACEMENT PROCESS
FOR INDIAN CHILDREN, IN PARTICULAR TRIBALLY APPROVED HOMES, WHICH ARE
CHILD-SPECIFIC PLACEMENTS. ADDITIONALLY, THE RFA ASSESSMENT FORMS ARE
STANDARD FORMS THAT DO NOT CONSIDER THE UNIQUE CULTURAL CHILD-REARING
PRACTICES OR STANDARDS OF AN INDIAN HOME.

THEFIX: AB 686
AB 686 (2019, WALDRON) WAS INTRODUCED TO CORRECT THE
FAILURE OF AB 403 AND RFA TO CONTEMPLATE OR CONSIDER THE
UNIQUE REQUIREMENTS FOR INDIAN CHILDREN. AB 686, A CTFC-
SPONSORED BILL, FOCUSED ON ENSURING THAT FOR ANY RESOURCE *
FAMILY, "THE COUNTY SHALL APPLY THE PREVAILING SOCIAL AND
CULTURAL STANDARDS OF THE INDIAN COMMUNITY" FOR THE INDIAN %
CHILD. AB 686 ALSO REQUIRED THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL SERVICES (CDSS) TO CONSULT WITH TRIBES TO DEVELOP
REGULATIONS IMPLEMENTING THIS REQUIREMENT.

STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION: FIRST ROUND
ON FEBRUARY 18, 2021, CDSS ANNOUNCED REGIONAL MEETINGS
WITH TRIBES ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF AB 686. IN APRILAND
May, CDSS CONDUCTED THE FIRST ROUND OF REGIONAL MEETINGS
L— WITH TRIBES AND INCLUDED COUNTY STAFF. DURING THE FIRST
ROUND OF MEETINGS, THERE WAS DISCUSSION OF HOW TRIBES AND
COUNTIES COULD VERIFY THAT INDIAN COMMUNITY STANDARDS
WERE INCORPORATED IN THE RFA PROCESS.

SECOND ROUND: EDITS TO RFA HOME ASSESSMENT FORM
INJULY AND AUGUST, CDSS HOSTED THE SECOND ROUND OF REGIONAL MEETINGS.
DURING THESE MEETINGS, COUNTY STAFF AND STAFF FROM FOSTER FAMILY AGENCIES
WERE INVITED TO ATTEND THE TRIBAL CONSULTATION PORTION OF THE MEETING. CDSS
ASKED PARTICIPANTS TO DESCRIBE INDIAN COMMUNITY STANDARDS TO INCORPORATE
INTO A SINGULAR RFA HOME ASSESSMENT FORM. DESPITE TRIBAL PARTICIPANTS
RAISING CONCERNS ABOUT CREATING A SINGLE STANDARD FOR ALL TRIBES, NON-
TRIBAL PARTICIPANTS VOICED THEIR PERCEIVED INDIAN COMMUNITY STANDARDS.




UPCOMING DATES & DEADLINES

September 16 - CTFC Tribal Strategy Session for upcoming CDSS Tribal
Consultation Summit - click HERE for more information

September 20 - Nominations for the Not Invisible Joint Commission (see our
Weekly Highlight from August 9 for more information)

September 22 - Annual CDSS Tribal Consultation Summit

September 30 - A Critical Look at the Indian Child Welfare Act: Revisiting its
History and Recognizing its Relevance to Current Practice (virtual

conference)

Read past Weekly Highlights.
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https://caltribalfamilies.org/tribal-strategy-session-for-annual-cdss-tribal-consultation-summit/
https://caltribalfamilies.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Weekly-Highlights-Vol.-51.pdf
https://caltribalfamilies.org/weekly-highlights/
https://www.facebook.com/caltribalfamilies/
https://twitter.com/CalTribalFam
https://www.instagram.com/caltribalfamiliescoalition/

