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Latest News From California Tribal Families Coalition
Using a Public Health Lens to Work in
the Child Welfare System

LC4T Launches!
The launch is approaching! The latest project of
CTFC is the launch of Legal Counsel for Tribes
(LC4T). The number one recommendation of the
ICWA Compliance Task Force Report, which
sparked the creation of CTFC, was “Appointment
of Counsel or Resources to Retain Counsel.”
Tribal Leaders found that the absence of legal
counsel for Tribes in ICWA cases is a “significant
breach of the mandates of due process”. CTFC
has been laying the ground work since its
foundation for tribes to access federal and state
funds, in the same way that attorneys for parents,
minors and counties do. By accessing already
available funding to support Tribes retaining legal
counsel, LC4T will solve the fundamental inequity
of Tribes being the only party in the courtroom
denied resources to defend their complex rights
under ICWA. Please stay tuned as the LC4T
project roles out, starting in the Eastern Sierra
region and soon statewide.

“Tribal governments exercise the authorities and
responsibilities of a nation-state, including
protecting the health and welfare of their citizens.”
That’s how a new book, Public Health Law:
Concepts and Case Studies, introduces the
chapter on Public Health Law and American
Indians and Alaska Natives (AI/AN). CTFC’s Law
School Graduate Legal Fellow, Michelle
Castagne, co-authored the chapter with Assistant
Professor Aila Hoss, from the University of Tulsa
College of Law. The book is written with a basis in
health equity and is intended to be used by public
health practitioners, and in undergraduate and
graduate studies, to highlight how law impacts the
health of communities. This is the first time a
textbook of this kind has featured how public
health law is leveraged in Indian Country. Many of
the concepts, including the historical context and
legal foundations for modern-day practice of tribal
public health, are also applicable to tribal child
welfare work. Castagne looks forward to applying
this public health law lens to her work at CTFC.

CDSS Annual Tribal Consultation
Summit
The California Department of Social Services will
be holding the 4th Annual Tribal Consultation on
Wednesday, September 22nd from 9:00AM12:00PM. Immediately following the Consultation
(after a lunch break) there will be a Statewide
ICWA Plan Working Session 1:00PM-4:00PM.
Both the Consultation and the Planning Session
will be in a virtual format only. The Tribal
Consultation Summit Agenda includes:
CalFresh Consultation Mandate
AB 2083 Consultation Guidelines for
Counties
Structured Decision Making®
Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) Guidance
Development: All-County Letter Series
Office of Tribal Affairs Strategic Plan
The Statewide ICWA Plan Working Session :
The afternoon Session is not formal governmentto-government consultation, but is an ongoing
workgroup session to discuss the implementation
of the CDSS Statewide ICWA Plan. The Statewide
ICWA Plan is a blueprint for achieving
benchmarks, measurable targets and achieve
measurable results, and should serve as a way for
the State and Tribes to have tangible markers of
program effectiveness, oversight, and
accountability with relation to ICWA compliance
and best practice.

UPCOMING DATES & DEADLINES
September 16 - CTFC Tribal Strategy Session for upcoming CDSS Tribal
Consultation Summit - click HERE for more information
September 20 - Nominations for the Not Invisible Joint Commission (see our
Weekly Highlight from August 9 for more information)
September 22 - Annual CDSS Tribal Consultation Summit
September 30 - A Critical Look at the Indian Child Welfare Act: Revisiting its
History and Recognizing its Relevance to Current Practice (virtual
conference)
Read past Weekly Highlights.







