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Latest News From California Tribal Families Coalition

Almost There on AB 873!

Many thanks to everyone that has supported CTFC'’s effort to get Assembly Bill 873, authored by
Assemblymember James Ramos, through the California Legislature. On August 26th, AB 873 passed out of its
final committee, Senate Appropriations, with a unanimous “yes” vote.

AB 873 seeks to improve compliance with the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) and remediate inequities that
affect tribes and tribal families in the child welfare system by paving the way for California to negotiate
agreements with Tribes so that federal child welfare funding can be drawn down to support tribal child welfare
systems.

AB 873 is common sense legislation that bring federal funds to the state and also addresses the #1
recommendation of Tribes in the California ICWA Compliance Task Force Report - securing legal counsel for
Tribes in state court ICWA cases.

AB 873 is now on the Governor’s desk for signature.

Many Tribes and organizations have already added their voices in support of this bill, but we need Governor
Newsom to receive a renewed round of support letters! It only takes a few minutes for your tribe or organization
to let the Governor know that you support strengthening tribal child welfare systems. Please take the following
3 steps. 1) Download your model AB 873 support letter2) Put the letter on your letterhead, edit as needed
and sign (electronic signature is fine) 3) Email it to the link and email provided.

Together, with a united voice, we can continue to promote the health, safety and welfare of tribal families.



http://www.caltribalfamilies.org
https://caltribalfamilies.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/2021.8.28-Ltr-of-Support-for-AB-873-Ramos-with-Instructions.docx
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Join us in preparation of the CDSS Tribal §
Consultation Summit to discuss strategy |
surrounding the Summit Agenda. CTFC also )/
. seeks to discuss the implementation bé
efforts of AB 686 (adding Indian community%
standards to the Resource Family Approval
Process) and updating the CDSS Tribal
Consultation Policy.
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Thursday, September 16, 2821
3:00 - 5:00 PM
Zoom Meeting Info:
https://caltribalfamilies-
org.zoom.us/j/868062341574
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AB 686 IMPLEMENTATION

EFFORTS TO CORRECT THE RESOURCE FAMILY APPROVAL
PROCESS TO INCLUDE INDIAN COMMUNITY STANDARDS.

HISTORY OF RESOURCE FAMILY APPROVAL (RFA)

IN 2016, AB 403 (STONE) WAS PASSED TO STREAMLINE THE

PLACEMENT APPROVAL PROCESS FOR ALL CHILDREN IN THE

CALIFORNIA CHILD WELFARE SYSTEM. THE INTENT BEHIND A
CREATING "RESOURCE FAMILIES" WAS TO ENSURE THAT THE DAILY

NEEDS OF FOSTER YOUTH WERE BEING MET IN PERMANENT
SUPPORTIVE HOMES AND ENSURING THAT THESE HOMES HAVE THE
TRAINING AND SERVICES TO MEET THE CHILD'S NEED. THE HOPE OF

RESOURCE FAMILIES WAS TO PREVENT PLACEMENT DISRUPTION.

RFA REQUIREMENTS
IN ORDER TO BE APPROVED AS A RESOURCE FAMILY, A CAREGIVER
MUST COMPLETE AN APPLICATION, CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK
V CLEARANCE, HOME ENVIRONMENT ASSESSMENT, 12 HOURS OF PRE-
APPROVAL TRAINING, AND ASSESSMENTS RECARDING A PROPOSED
CAREGIVER'S HEALTH HISTORY, INCLUDING MENTAL HEALTH.

IMPACT OF RFA ON PLACEMENTS FOR INDIAN CHILDREN
THE INTENT OF RFA IS TO PREVENT DELAYS IN FINDING A HOME FOR A FOSTER CHILD.
AS ARESULT, COUNTIES NOW HAVE A POOL OF PRE-APPROVED HOMES TO SERVE AS
PLACEMENTS FOR ANY FOSTER CHILD. THIS IS AT ODDS WITH THE PLACEMENT PROCESS
FOR INDIAN CHILDREN, IN PARTICULAR TRIBALLY APPROVED HOMES, WHICH ARE
CHILD-SPECIFIC PLACEMENTS. ADDITIONALLY, THE RFA ASSESSMENT FORMS ARE
STANDARD FORMS THAT DO NOT CONSIDER THE UNIQUE CULTURAL CHILD-REARING
PRACTICES OR STANDARDS OF AN INDIAN HOME.

THEFIX: AB 686

AB 686 (2019, WALDRON) WAS INTRODUCED TO CORRECT THE
FAILURE OF AB 403 AND RFA TO CONTEMPLATE OR CONSIDER THE
UNIQUE REQUIREMENTS FOR INDIAN CHILDREN. AB 686, A CTFC-

SPONSORED BILL, FOCUSED ON ENSURING THAT FOR ANY RESOURCE *
FAMILY, “THE COUNTY SHALL APPLY THE PREVAILING SOCIAL AND
CULTURAL STANDARDS OF THE INDIAN COMMUNITY" FOR THE INDIAN ‘
CHILD. AB 686 ALSO REQUIRED THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL SERVICES (CDSS) TO CONSULT WITH TRIBES TO DEVELOP
REGULATIONS IMPLEMENTING THIS REQUIREMENT.

STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION: FIRST ROUND
ON FEBRUARY 18, 2021, CDSS ANNOUNCED REGIONAL MEETINGS
WITH TRIBES ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF AB 686. IN APRIL AND
® i ® MAY, CDSS CONDUCTED THE FIRST ROUND OF REGIONAL MEETINGS
L—J WITH TRIBES AND INCLUDED COUNTY STAFF. DURING THE FIRST
H H ROUND OF MEETINGS, THERE WAS DISCUSSION OF HOW TRIBES AND
CCOUNTIES COULD VERIFY THAT INDIAN COMMUNITY STANDARDS
WERE INCORPORATED IN THE RFA PROCESS.

SECOND ROUND: EDITS TO RFA HOME ASSESSMENT FORM
INJULY AND AUGUST, CDSS HOSTED THE SECOND ROUND OF REGIONAL MEETINGS.
DURING THESE MEETINGS, COUNTY STAFF AND STAFF FROM FOSTER FAMILY AGENCIES
WERE INVITED TO ATTEND THE TRIBAL CONSULTATION PORTION OF THE MEETING. CDSS
ASKED PARTICIPANTS TO DESCRIBE INDIAN COMMUNITY STANDARDS TO INCORPORATE
INTO A SINGULAR RFA HOME ASSESSMENT FORM. DESPITE TRIBAL PARTICIPANTS
RAISING CONCERNS ABOUT CREATING A SINGLE STANDARD FOR ALL TRIBES, NON-
TRIBAL PARTICIPANTS VOICED THEIR PERCEIVED INDIAN COMMUNITY STANDARDS.

UPCOMING DATES & DEADLINES

September 20 - Nominations for the Not Invisible Joint Commission (see our
Weekly Highlight from August 9 for more information).

September 22 - Annual CDSS Tribal Consultation Summit
September 22 - SAVE THE DATE! CTFC Annual Dinner in downtown

Sacramento.

September 30 - A Critical Look at the Indian Child Welfare Act: Revisiting its
History and Recognizing its Relevance to Current Practice (virtual

conference)

Read past Weekly

Highlights.



https://caltribalfamilies.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/CTFC-DINNER-2021.pdf
https://caltribalfamilies.org/weekly-highlights/
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https://twitter.com/CalTribalFam
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