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It is my honor to personally welcome each and every one of you

to this year’s conference. Despite the upset with the Covid 19

virus during this past year, Tribes and Service Providers have

continued to unite and make a difference in the lives of American

Indian Children. I encourage you to take advantage of the

training and networking opportunities available at this

conference in an effort to improve our relationships and

strengthen our programs. It is an amazing time to be working in

Indian Country and building upon the foundations of many

individuals that have dedicated their lives to protecting our

children, our rights and the rights of future generations. Thank

you for continuing to prioritize our American Indian Children by

taking the time to be at this conference and continuing to work

together to truly make a difference in what we can offer as a

people to our children and their families.

Welcome to all the 28th Annual

Statewide ICWA Conference Attendees, 

Glenda Nelson, Chairwoman,
Enterprise Rancheria, Estom
Yumeka Maidu Tribe



For in-person participants of the 28th Annual Statewide

ICWA Conference, welcome Hard Rock Hotel & Casino

Sacramento at Fire Mountain, under tribal ownership of

the Estom Yumeka Maidu Tribe of Enterprise Rancheria! 

Here is a map of the Hotel and Casino. The Conference

Facilities are on the Northeast side of the property and

easily accessed from the North Entrance. All events will

be held in the Hemini and Liani rooms. 

Registration will be open on Thursday, June 24 at 8:00

AM in the designated pre-function area. 

Hard
Rock
Hotel &
Casino 
Property
Map



Council Oak Steaks & Seafood

Your dining experience at Council Oak Steaks &

Seafood takes you on a culinary journey that will

exceed your palate's expectations. Your taste buds

will tickle with anticipation as you choose from our

award-winning wine selection, featuring boutique

wines brought to you from the Old World and New.

Upon entering the restaurant, guests can peer into

the Butcher Shop through a glass wall. This is where

the steaks are personally selected, cut, and branded

for you. This expertly maintained, climate-controlled

environment also features dry-age coolers and pink

Himalayan salt brick walls where 100% U.S.D.A.

primal cuts are aged between 21 – 28 days for extra

flavor.

HOURS: Wednesday – Thursday & Sunday

 5pm - 10pm

 Friday – Saturday

 5pm – 11pm

Hard Rock Café

The menu at Hard Rock Cafe reads like a

greatest hits album of international favorites.

Choose from all the popular items Hard Rock is

known for, plus a few Sacramento exclusives.

Bite into our legendary signature burger, enjoy

a sizzling steak, or try one of our fresh salads.

However you satisfy your culinary cravings,

you'll find a lively atmosphere that's perfect for

lunch, dinner, or late-night bites.

 HOURS: Sunday - Thursday

 Breakfast: 7am – 10:30am

 Lunch/Dinner: 11am – 11pm

 Friday – Saturday

 HOURS:

 Breakfast: 7am – 10:30am

 Lunch/Dinner: 11am – 11pm

 Late Night: 11pm – 4am

YouYu 

For those seeking the best of Asian Pacific

cuisine, YOUYU serves up mouthwatering

Mandarin, Cantonese, Szechwan, and

Vietnamese dishes as well as dim sum, and

freshly made noodles in savory broths. Inspired

by Asian street food, enjoy these freshly

prepared delicacies in a Hong Kong-inspired

atmosphere.

 HOURS: Sunday – Thursday

 11am – 12am

 Friday – Saturday

 11am – 2am

 Late Night

 2am – 4am

Restaurants at the Hard Rock
Sacramento at Fire Mountain

Constant Grind 

Follow the enticing aroma of freshly ground

gourmet coffee. Order a latte, espresso, or

a refreshing iced drink to go with a freshly

baked croissant, tart, sinfully delicious

pastries, or specialty sandwich. Whether

you're hitting the tables or touring the area,

Constant Grind has you covered.

 HOURS:

 Open 24 Hours



AGENDA: DAY 1 
Thursday, June 24, 2021



AGENDA: DAY 1  Continued
Thursday, June 24, 2021



AGENDA: DAY 2
Friday, June 25, 2021



AGENDA: DAY 2
Friday, June 25, 2021



AGENDA: DAY 2 Continued
Friday, June 25, 2021



CEU Information (for Social Workers):

Humboldt State Department of Social Work is honored to offer CEUs for

participants of the 28th Annual CA Statewide ICWA Conference. Humboldt State

University Social Work Department is authorized to provide continuing education

credit for MFTs, LPCCs, and/or LCSWs as required by the California Board of

Behavioral Sciences. This year these CEUs are being offered for free. 

 

You will need to have your license number available the first time you complete

the sign in form. PDF Certificates documenting your hours completed will be

emailed to you at the email address you provide after the conference. Sign in and

sign out will be completed via a google form. 

 

During the course of the conference, digital links to sign in and sign out for the

CEUs will be available in the chat bar of the Zoom presentations. If you join

outside of the times when those are visible, please look for our program staff, Jeff

McKay or Michelle Rainer, who can also provide you with the sign in link either via

the chat or via email. 

 

Jeff McKay, Child Welfare Training Project Coordinator, Humboldt State

jwm362@humboldt.edu

 

Michelle Rainer, Pathway Coordinator, Humboldt State, Northern Region Project

SERVE Coordinator

mr49@humboldt.edu

For all attendees, please complete this

survey: https://tinyurl.com/yj3x44v5

CEU
and
MCLE
Info

MCLE Information (for Attorneys):

Please click here for a CLE request form, which should be filled out

following the conference in order to verify your attendance and award

CLE credit. Please click here for the program materials.

 

California Approved Credits:

8.25 General/ 1.0 Ethics

POST-PROGRAM EVALUATION LINK: Link for post-conference evaluation

will be sent out.  

 

 

mailto:jwm362@humboldt.edu
mailto:mr49@humboldt.edu
https://tinyurl.com/yj3x44v5
https://sites-jenner.vuturevx.com/86/1712/landing-pages/cle-request-form---icwa-conf.asp
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Syq6O65ztFLxqDvmCDf8l4_z-ka9EZcJ?usp=sharing


Judge William A. Thorne, Jr. was formerly a judge on the State of Utah Court of Appeals and in the Third District

Court. He has served as a tribal court judge in 10 states and is the former president of the National Indian Justice

Center, a non-profit that trains tribal court personnel around the country. Nationally known as a leading expert on

policies and programs to support children, particularly Native American children and their families, Judge Thorne is

currently chair of the Board of Directors for Child Trends, Inc., a premiere non-profit, child-centered research

group. He is also a board member of WestEd, Inc., a non-profit focused on excellence and equity in education and

a member of the Board of Trustees for the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges. A former member

of the board of directors for National CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates), a non-profit group that

provides representation for abused and neglected children in court and the Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute,

a non-profit seeking to improve the level of research and practice related to adoptions and the North American

Council on Adoptable Children (NACAC), Judge Thorne has also served as a member of the American Bar

Association’s Steering Committee on the Unmet Legal Needs of Children and was a member of the PEW

Commission of Children in Foster Care. Judge Thorne is a graduate of the University of Santa Clara and Stanford

Law School. He was formerly chair of the Utah Juvenile Justice Task Force of the Commission on Criminal and

Juvenile Justice, vice-chair of the Utah Board of Youth Corrections, member of the Salt Lake County Domestic

Violence Advisory Committee, and a member of the steering committee for the Judicial Council’s Task Force on

Racial and Ethnic Fairness.

Master of Ceremonies
Judge William Thorne



2021 ICWA Conference Presenters

Abby Abinanti, Yurok Chief Judge is an enrolled Yurok Tribal member, she holds a
Doctor of Jurisprudence from the University of New Mexico School of Law, and
was the first California tribal woman to be admitted to the State Bar of
California. She was a State Judicial Officer(Commissioner) for the San Francisco
Superior Court for over 17 years assigned to the UnifiedFamily Court
(Family/Dependency/Delinquency). She retired from the Superior Court
inSeptember 2011 and on July 31, 2014 was reappointed as a part-time
Commissioner for San Francisco assigned to Dependency, and Duty Judge for
that Court where she served until2015. She has been a Yurok Tribal Court Judge
since 1997 and was appointed Chief TribalCourt Judge in 2007, a position she
held in conjunction with her Superior Court assignmentuntil 2015.

Abby Abinati
Chief Judge, Yurok Tribe

Adriana Ruelas has 20 years of leadership experience in California’s State
Capitol. Adriana is a strategic policy and legislative professional having served
as a chief of staff and legislative director for numerous Assembly members.
During Governor Gerry Brown’s administration, she performed the duties of
legislative officer for the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
and the California Department of Insurance. Adriana received her bachelor’s
degree in public administration from California State University, Chico.

Adriana Ruelas
Chief of Staff, State Assemblymember James Ramos

Angela Sundberg is the Social Services Manager at the Cher-Ae Heights Indian
Community of the Trinidad Rancheria and has a Master of Science degree in
Social Work from Humboldt State University with an emphasis on working in
Indigenous and rural communities.  
Angela is an enrolled member of the Cher-Ae Heights Indian Community of the
Trinidad Rancheria descending from the Yurok peoples. Angela has lived and
worked in her own community 30 years.  
Angela has over 20 years experience working in the social work field in
indigenous communities with a focus in youth programming, Indian Child Welfare
Act (ICWA) advocacy and case management, child and family advocacy in
multiple systems including juvenile justice system, child welfare system, and ICWA
expert witnessing. Throughout this work Angela has collaborated across systems
and developed and maintained positive working relationships to increase access
to services and promote healing in her community. 

Angela Sundberg
Social Services Director, Trindad Rancheria



Angie leads the work of Children and Family Services Division which is
responsible for designing and overseeing an array of programs and services for
California's at-risk children and families. Angie’s focus is on creating a child and
family well-being system to ensure engagement with a family in crisis proactively
supports the parent and child, values the child’s family and community, and
promotes all aspects of wellbeing so that the child and family can heal and thrive
while addressing disparities and inequities within the system. 
  

Angie joined CDSS with nearly two decades of experience in child welfare
reform: Prior to joining CDSS, she served as Vice President of Policy and
Advocacy at the Alliance for Children’s Rights, where she shepherded efforts to
revamp California’s rates and services to be fully inclusive of kinship families. Her
advocacy resulted in a culture shift across the California child welfare system to
one that truly prioritizes kinship families. In addition, Angie was instrumental in
the successful effort to extend foster care benefits to age 21 in California to
support our youth in attaining independence and supporting foster youth with
disabilities in accessing social security benefits prior to exiting foster care.
Earlier in her career, she worked for the Public Interest Law Project and the
National Center for Youth Law.   
Angie earned her Bachelor of Arts from American University and J.D. from
Stanford Law School.  

Kumeyaay, San Pasqual Band of Diegueno Mission Indians of California, worked
for a consortium of eight San Diego County tribes as an Indian child welfare
advocate and program supervisor at Indian Health Council, Inc from 1995-2000.
She began working for the County of San Diego, Child Welfare Services (CWS) in
2002 as a protective services social worker after earning her MSW from San
Diego State University. In 2005, she worked as a Child Welfare Policy Analyst and
assisted in the development and implementation of the County’s System
Improvement Plan (SIP) that included strategies aimed at reducing the
disproportionate number of Native American children in the child welfare system.
She then became the Indian Specialty Unit Supervisor from 2010 thru 2017. ISU
began in 1992 to respond to the growing concern of Native children being “lost”
in the foster care system. Currently, she is a Protective Services Program
Manager at CWS Policy and Program Support over special projects and policies
including ICWA compliance. She is a member of 7th Generation, a collaborative
workgroup of various child welfare and community partners working together to
improve outcomes for Native children and their families. 
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Angelina Farias has worked as a social worker with Butte County Children’s
Services for 9 years, and has been an Analyst for Children’s Services for the past
year. Angelina grew up in Shasta County. She was raised by her grandparents,
both of which are immigrants from Spain and Belgium. As a social worker, she
collaborated with local tribes. In her current position, Angelina collaborates with
ICWA Experts regarding ICWA expert reports for the agency. Angelina has a
desire to implement and improve practices, the better serve the community, and
the tribal communities. 

Angelina Farias
Social Worker, Butte County Children's Services Division

Angie Schwartz, J.D. 
Deputy Director, Child and Family Services Division, CDSS

Antonia Torres, MSW
Protective Services Program Manager, County of San Diego



Arabella (Bella) Arellano is a Child Welfare Services Policy Analyst with the
County of San Diego, CWS. Arabella has worked for CWS for 10 years and has
worked multiple programs including emergency response, court intervention,
continuing services and was a social worker in the Indian Specialty Unit. In her
current role, Arabella works closely with local tribal communities as the tribal
relations policy analyst and is a member of the 7th Generation workgroup. She is
involved with international child welfare policies and practices, family violence
protocol, fatherhood engagement efforts and she co-facilitates the Child
Welfare Services Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee.

An enrolled member of the Fort Mojave Indian Tribe, a Federally Recognized
Indian Tribe, whose reservation spans the states of California, Arizona, & Nevada,
Ashley Hemmers is a nation building strategist specializing in the multi-state
cross-jurisdictional development & management of Tribal economies and
government. She holds over 10+ years of experience in Tribal enterprising in fiscal
& capital wealth strategies and public service operations. Ashley holds a B.A.
from Yale University and a Graduate Certificate in Non-Profit Management,
Masters of Public Administration from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. She
enjoys creating dialogue with tribal nations & federal/state partners and sharing
content that amplifies indigenous voices in business, social policy, and climate
action. 
Connect with her on LinkedIn at /ashleyhemmers, or follow her on Instagram
@tribalreclamation.
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Arabella Arrellano, MSW
Child Welfare Services Policy Analyst, County of San Diego

Ashley Hemmers, NPM, MPA
Tribal Administrator, Fort Mojave Indian Tribe

As a member of the Chumash tribe, and a clinical psychologist Art possesses a
unique melding of cultural and clinical experiences. I have served in a
consultation capacity to courts as an expert witness in more than 3500 cases in
state courts, US federal district courts and tribal court jurisdictions.  I currently
serve as the Co Director  of the Center for Native Child and Family Resilience
and a Senior advisor to the  Center for Capacity Building for Tribes.  I have
served in many jurisdictions as a provider of mental health and child assessments
for dependency matters for Tribal and State court jurisdictions. I served as a
trainer and consultant in culturally engaged evaluation and program
development.   

Art Martinez
Program Director, Tribal Law and Policy Institute 
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Blair Kreuzer currently serves as the Policy Director at California Tribal Families
Coalition. Blair is a member of the Hoopa Valley Tribe and has worked as an
advocate for social justice in urban and rural tribal communities for the past 16
years. Blair earned a Bachelor of Arts from U.C. Berkeley in Political Science and
Native American Studies, and a Masters of Social Work from Humboldt State
University. For the past eight years, Blair has served as a tribal administrator and
social worker, focusing on Indian Child Welfare Act compliance, and the
development of tribal child welfare systems to better serve the needs of families
in tribal communities.

Blair Kruezer, MSW
Policy Director, California Tribal Families Coalition

Charm Lee is a Policy Analyst with the California Department of Social Services
(CDSS) Foster Caregiver Policy & Support Unit. Over the past seven years, she
has been providing guidance and technical assistance to counties, CDSS staff,
other agencies, and the public in various program areas such as emergency
placements, Kin-GAP, ARC, criminal background checks, and Tribally Approved
Homes. She initially joined the team as the subject matter expert on criminal
background checks and the Relative Approval process. She has since developed
the RFA Background Assessment Guide (BAG), provided statewide trainings to
counties, and developed a Train-the-Trainers (T4T) curriculum. She previously
worked at the county level for about seven years, specifically around
approval/licensure policy and implementation before joining CDSS’ Care
Provider Management Bureau (CPMB). Charm completed her Master’s program at
Columbia University in New York, NY and obtained her LCSW shortly thereafter. 

Charm Lee
Analyst, Foster Caregiver Policy & Support Unit, CDSS

Audrey Fancy is a Principal Managing Attorney with the Judicial Council’s Center
for Families, Children & the Courts. Since joining the staff of the Judicial Council
in 1997, she has worked on a variety of projects concerning issues related to
vulnerable children before the court in child welfare, juvenile justice, and probate
proceedings. Currently she manages the Court Assistance, Resources, and
Education program area which includes the Tribal/State Programs unit focused
on providing legal services and technical assistance to local courts on inter-
jurisdictional issues across all case types and assists with the development of
policies, positions, and programs to ensure the highest quality of justice and
service for California’s Native American communities. Ms. Fancy holds a law
degree from the University of San Francisco School of Law and a bachelor’s
degree in political science from the University of California at Santa Barbara.

Audrey Fancy
Principal Managing Attorney Center for Families, Children & Courts



Christina Snider serves as Tribal Advisor to Governor Gavin Newsom and
Executive Secretary of the Native American Heritage Commission. Christina’s
work focuses primarily on tribal law and policy, with experience in tribal tax,
economic development, gaming, child welfare, juvenile justice, cultural resource
protection, voting rights and government relations at the state and federal levels.
She is an enrolled member of the Dry Creek Rancheria Band of Pomo Indians.
Christina received her law degree from the University of California, Los Angeles
in 2013, and is licensed to practice law in California and the District of Columbia.
She has served as a law clerk at the Office of Tribal Justice at the United States
Department of Justice and the Hualapai Court of Appeals, and worked with the
Wishtoyo Foundation/Ventura Coastkeeper as a legal fellow, the National
Congress of American Indians as a staff attorney, Ceiba Legal, LLP as of counsel
and the Dry Creek Rancheria Band of Pomo Indians as an ICWA representative.
Christina received her Bachelor’s Degree in History from the University of
California, Los Angeles.
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Christina Snider
Tribal Advisor to Governor Newsom, Executive Secretary of NAHC

Danielle DeLuca has over 10 years of experience working within the foster care
field. Ms. DeLuca has worked for San Diego County Child Welfare Services since
2014. As a Protective Services Worker, she worked in Emergency Response, Court
Intervention, Continuing Services, Extended Foster Care, as well as at San
Pasqual Academy. Ms. DeLuca is now one of the two Supervisors in the Indian
Specialty Unit.

Danielle DeLuca
Protective Services Supervisor, County of San Diego

Bio pending. 

Chris Lindstrom
Executive Director, California Tribal Business Alliance



Delia Sharpe is the founding Executive Director of the California Tribal Families
Coalition, a non-profit organization dedicated to protecting the health, safety
and welfare of tribal children and families, with a focus on increasing
compliance with the Indian Child Welfare Act. Prior to her time with the
California Tribal Families Coalition, Ms. Sharpe was the Program Director for the
Resource Center for Family-Focused Practice at UC Davis Extension's Center for
Human Services. She previously served as Directing Attorney for the Eureka
Office of California Indian Legal Services where she oversaw the legal and
administrative operations of that office, serving seven counties and 20 tribes.
She represented tribes and individuals on a diverse array of Indian law and
general civil matters, including the Indian Child Welfare Act, education,
economic development, land acquisition, building infrastructure through law and
departmental development, contract drafting and review, jurisdictional issues
and probate. 

Donald Rodriguez, Gabrielino-Shoshone, has been dedicated to the
implementation of ICWA as a social worker with American Indian Child Resource
Center in Oakland, as a county protective services worker with the Indian
Specialty Unit in San Diego and as an ICWA trainer with Tribal STAR. As the
Southern ICWA Field Liaison for the Office of Tribal Affairs, Donald works directly
with tribes, counties and the state to continue to pursue full ICWA compliance in
California.
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David has worked as an attorney for a number of years and is an alumnus of the
University of San Diego law school. On passing the bar, he moved with his young
family to Chico, where he was in private practice. For the past 18 years, David
has represented Butte County Children Services. In that role, David has worked to
cultivate and maintain a good relationship with local and regional tribal
communities, recognizing the special interests of the Rancherias and Tribes in
their children. 

David Kennedy
County Counsel, Butte County

Delia Sharpe, JD
Executive Director, California Tribal Families Coalition

Donald Rodriguez
Southern ICWA Field Liaison, CDSS
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Dorothy Wait (Tolowa Dee-ni’/Chetco) is the Director of Tolowa Dee-ni’
Community and Family Services for the Tolowa Dee-ni’ Nation. Dorothy has more
than 25 years’ experience in human services delivery and management, program
development, project management, grant writing and grant management. 
Prior to her current position at Tolowa Dee-ni’ Nation, Dorothy spent nearly 10
years at Del Norte County Department of Health and Human Services. She began
her tenure at Del Norte County determining eligibility in multiple programs, served
as the appeals representative, acted as the civil rights investigator and
supervised an integrated services unit prior to joining TDN (then Smith River
Rancheria) for an Economic Development project. 
Dorothy is a firm believer that Tribes are their own best experts. With careful
planning and targeted grant writing, Ms. Wait has successfully guided Community
and Family Services growth from a single employee providing ICWA advocacy to
a 27 member staff. 
CFS’ current service plan includes a full range of social services: Title IV-E Foster
Care, Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault Services, Transitional Housing,
Temporary Assistance to Needy Families, Child Care Assistance, Child victim
advocacy, Tribal Elder and Vulnerable Adult victim advocacy, Substance Abuse
counseling and many other tribal family strengthening programs. 

Dorothy Wait
Director, Community & Family Services, Tolowa-Dee-ni' Nation

Evangelina Woo is a Senior Deputy County Counsel in the Juvenile Dependency
Division in the County of San Diego. She is a liaison for dependency cases and
community workgroups involving ICWA. Evangelina graduated with a B.A. in
Psychology and a Minor in Music from the University of Notre Dame, and a J.D.
from the University of San Diego, where she served on the Law Review. She is an
accredited Child Welfare Law Specialist.  
 

Evangelina Woo
Senior Deputy County Counsel, County of San Diego

Floyd Velasquez, Morongo Emergency Services Administrator, has been with the
Morongo Band of Mission Indians for the last nine years.  He sits on both the
FEMA Region IX Regional Advisory Council, as Tribal Representative, and on the
Californa Govenors office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) Senior Leadership
Steering Committee for the Southern California Catastrophic Earthquake Plan
for Tribes. Floyd is also the Facilator for the So Cal Tribal Emergency Managers
Group  

Floyd Velasquez
Director of Emergency Services, Morongo Band of Mission Indians



Geneva Shaw is a 2008 graduate of the MSW Program at Humboldt State
University (HSU). Since 2014 she has been and continues to be a full-time Social
Work Department faculty member at HSU. Four of those years were in service as
the Department’s MSW Director. She has spent the last 12 plus years working as
an administrator, direct practitioner, and technical assistance provider of social
work in Tribal communities of Humboldt and Del Norte Counties in addition to
being a lifelong resident. For six of those years, she worked for the Yurok Tribe
writing, developing, implementing, and reporting on many state and federally
funded programs to provide a variety of programming including but not limited to
Indian Child Welfare, Tribal TANF, Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault, Youth
Prevention/Intervention, Food Distribution, Emergency Services, and much more.
She is a federally recognized member of the Hoopa Valley Tribe and is of Karuk,
Yurok, and Apache descent.

Glenda Nelson is the Tribal Chairwoman and Elder of the Estom Yumeka Maidu
Tribe of the Enterprise Rancheria. Glenda has served her Tribe for the past 18
years and been Tribal Chairwoman for 16 years. 
Coming from a broken home, she was sent to a Native American school for youth,
suffered many hurdles, but was one of the very first Native American youth to
have graduated College through the assistance of the Bureau of Indian Affairs in
the 1970’s in the State of California. She has a heartfelt passion for children
affected by the Indian Child Welfare Act and works passionately in a leadership
role to help identify services and programs available.
Glenda has extensive experience working in Indian Country and continues to be
actively involved in Government Relations, Development of Educational Programs,
Public Relations, Indian Health Care, Housing and National Tribal Organizations
and sat on the California Tribal Families Coalition to mention a few.
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Bio pending. 

Frankie Snider
Lead Social Worker, Karuk Child Welfare Services, Karuk Tribe

Geneva Shaw
Training and Curriculum Development Director, CTFC

Glenda Nelson
Chairwoman, Enterprise Rancheria, Estom Yumeka Maidu Tribe



Gregory E. Rose is the Acting Assistant Director for Equity and Inclusion,
Programs for Children and Families. He previously served as Deputy Director of
the California Department of Social Services’ Children and Family Services
Division for the past 12 years. Mr. Rose joined state service in 1995 where his
assignments have spanned a range of responsibilities that have included the
Chief of the Office of Child Abuse Prevention and the Assistant Deputy Director. 
 
Mr. Rose serves on the editorial board of the Journal of Public Child Welfare, is
on national advisory committees for the Human Rights Campaign: All Children, All
Families and the Chadwick Trauma-Informed Systems Project, and is the former
President of the National Association of Public Child Welfare Administrators. 
 
Prior to his state service, Mr. Rose held casework and managerial positions with
organizations that served runaway and homeless youth, pregnant and parenting
teen and those living with AIDS. He has a masters degree in social work from
California State University, Sacramento. 

Heather Hostler was appointed as the Director of the Office of Tribal Affairs for
the California Department of Social Services in July 2017 and again by Governor
Newsom in October 2019.  She served as Chief Deputy, Tribal Advisor for
Governor Brown, assisting in establishing the foundational elements of Executive
Order B-10-11 during 2012-2017. Prior to this post, she served as the Native
American Liaison for the California Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs.   
Ms. Hostler received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Native American Studies: Law
and Government, from Humboldt State University. In 2016 she was awarded
Humboldt State University's Distinguished Alumni Award. She has vast experience
working with tribal governments, development of tribal consultation policies,
grass roots community initiatives, as well as administration of foundation and
grant making programs. Ms. Hostler is a member of the Hoopa Valley Tribe,
located in far Northern California. 

Ms. Parsons is a member of the Pawnee tribe. She joined the California
Department of Social Services in the Office of Tribal Affairs in 2018 with over 17
years of experience with the California Rural Indian Health Board working with
Tribal communities in behavioral health & social wellness program development
and community engagement. Ms. Parsons served as the Social Wellness Health
Education Specialist with various statewide behavioral health focused initiatives.
In this capacity, she was integrally involved in suicide prevention, substance
abuse treatment and prevention, recovery services, and youth leadership
development. Ms. Parsons has many years of experience working with tribes and
she established relationships of trust with tribal organizations and communities
throughout California developing, implementing, providing trainings and
evaluating culturally appropriate programs, grant administration, maintaining
good working relationships with federal, state and county funding agencies. 
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Gregory Rose, MSW
Acting Asst. Director for Equity and Inclusion Programs, CDSS

Heather Hostler
Director, Office of Tribal Affairs, CDSS

Jennifer Parsons
Analyst, Office of Tribal Affairs, CDSS

https://www.ca.gov/archive/gov39/2011/09/19/news17223/index.html


Karan Kolb is Payomkawichum “People of the West” and enrolled with the Rincon
Band of Luisenos.She is the daughter of Cynthia Robles from the Quechan Nation
and George Kolb of Rincon.
She is the mother or 2 adult children and has a 12-year-old granddaughter.
Karan is the Social Services director at Indian Health Council, Inc located in
Valley Center California where she responsible for the delivery of the domestic
violence program, mental health case management, perinatal case Management,
BIA programs and ICWA services to seven Tribal nations: Inaja, La Jolla, Los
Coyotes, Mesa Grande, Pauma, Rincon, and San Pasqual nations.
Karan has experience working with Tribal Governments and families in the areas
of family preservation, court advocacy, reunification, Tribal customary adoption
as well as parenting and child welfare prevention services for over 28 years. She
has developed the ICWA program by building communication and collaboration
with partnerships with county, universities and Tribal agencies championing the
need for prevention services, trauma informed care and ACE’s.  She serves as a
Community Advisory member for San Diego State University School of Social
Work, SERVE evaluation team, Tribal STAR trainer, training consultant for NIJC
and a member of the Tribal Advisory Committee.  She earned her BS/BM degree
from University of Phoenix and master’s degree with the University of the Rockies. 
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Jessica “Fawn” Canez is an enrolled member of the Yurok Tribe and is the
Northern California ICWA Field Liaison for the Office of Tribal Affairs at the
California Department of Social Services. Prior to joining OTA, Fawn was a
service provider for over twenty years to the tribal community of Humboldt
County in the areas of Indian child welfare, tribal TANF, Indian health, Indian
education, and Indian community development programs. As a person with lived
ICWA experience, Fawn is passionate about ICWA compliance and working to
improve outcomes for our children so that they have the supports, care, health
and wellness they need to thrive as they are our future generation of leaders. 

Jessica "Fawn" Canez
Northern ICWA Field Liaison, CDSS

Jessie Rosales is the Chief of the Children Services Operations Bureau at the
California Department of Social Services. Jessie has been with the Department
since 2007 and has overseen various programs such as Critical Incidents
Oversight and Reporting, the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children,
the Social Worker Empowerment Hotline, and the Statewide Training System. 

Jessie Rosales
Bureau Chief, Children Services Operations Bureau, CDSS

Karan Kolb
Social Services Director, Indian Health Council
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Ambassador Harper, a citizen of the Cherokee Nation, is the first Native American
to be named a US Ambassador, represented the plaintiff class of 500,000
individual Indians and served as class counsel in the landmark Indian trust funds
lawsuit, Cobell v. Salazar. From 2010 to 2014, Ambassador Harper served as
Commissioner on the President’s Commission on White House Fellowships. He also
served as a chair for Native American policy in the 2008 Obama for America
presidential campaign and then as a member of the Obama-Biden Presidential
Transition Team in the Energy and Environment Cluster. Ambassador Harper was
previously Senior Staff Attorney and head of the Washington, DC office of the
Native American Rights Fund (NARF) from 1995 to 2006. During his tenure at
NARF, he also taught Federal Indian Law as an adjunct professor at Catholic
University, Columbus School of Law and at American University Washington
College of Law. Ambassador Harper served as a Supreme Court Justice on the
Supreme Court of the Poarch Band of Creek Indians from 2007 to 2008 and as
an Appellate Justice on the Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Court from 2001 to
2007.
While attending New York University School of Law, Ambassador Harper served as
Articles and Notes Editor of the Journal of International Law and Politics, was a
Root-Tilden-Snow Scholar and a Fellow at Center for International Studies. After
graduation, he was law clerk to the Honorable Lawrence W. Pierce on the US
Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit.

Ambassador Keith Harper
Partner, Jenner & Block LLP

Kelly Winston
Bureau Chief, Child Welfare Policy & Program Development Bureau, CDSS

Kendra has been involved in the Child Welfare System for the past 16 years. She
was a Family Reunification case worker whose case load consisted primarily of
Native children and families. Kendra then joined the California Department of
Social Services working on ICWA policy matters. Her latest position is the
manager of Resource Family Approval (RFA) Policy unit providing technical
assistance and creating policy for the RFA program 

Kendra Elmendorf
Manager, RFA Policy Unit, CDSS

Kelly Winston has 20+ years of experience in the field of Child Welfare. After
earning her Master of Social Work degree, Kelly spent ten years in direct practice
helping families navigate the child welfare system. With a desire to support
system change and improve outcomes for children and families, Kelly joined the
California Department of Social Services (CDSS) in 2009. Her work there has
included both policy development and technical assistance to counties with a
focus on system improvement. Kelly currently oversees the Child Welfare Policy
and Program Development Bureau at CDSS, which supports county child welfare
agencies, probation departments, and Indian tribes, to deliver early intervention
strategies including Emergency Response and Family Maintenance services to at
risk, abused and neglected children and their families. The Bureau also oversees
the Department's program serving Trafficked Youth. Kelly is currently leading
CDSS' efforts to implement California's five year Prevention Plan as part of the
Family First Prevention and Services Act of 2018. 
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Kim Johnson was appointed by Governor Gavin Newsom as the Director of the
California Department of Social Services in July of 2019. Ms. Johnson had
previously been appointed by Governor Jerry Brown to serve as the Deputy
Director of the Family Engagement and Empowerment Division and was
responsible for the planning, policy direction and oversight of services to over 4
million individuals, children, families, and living in poverty through safety net
resources, employment opportunities, and additional engagement strategies.  
Ms. Johnson has over 20 years of experience working in various family support
and children’s programs focused on social justice, equity, and poverty disruption
in both community-based organizations and government. She holds a degree in
Social Welfare from the University of California, Berkeley.

Kim Johnson
Director, California Department of Social Services

I am a member of the Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara Nation, born and raised in
Montana. I am a long time social justice advocate, with extensive experience in
Indian Country, including advocacy for tribal sovereignty and self-determination.
I also have extensive experience in women’s leadership development and non-
profit board of directors membership and development. I love to travel (where
should I go next?), cycling, cooking and being outside.

Kim Mettler
Tribal STAR Program Manager

Kim Wrigley has worked in the child welfare system for over 20 years; the last 18
of those years with CDSS. She began her work in the counties conducting court
investigations and providing family reunification/maintenance services. Since
coming to CDSS, Kim has worked directly with children, families and counties as
an adoptions specialist and supervisor. About 10 years ago, she changed her
focus from field work to policy work as the Adoptions Policy manager. She also
began her work at this time on the Resource Family Approval (RFA) program. For
the last 8 years, first as the RFA Program Manager and then as Chief of the
Resource Family Bureau, she has worked with her team exclusively on the
development of policies related to RFA and the operationalization of the RFA
Program.   

Kim Wrigley
Chief, Resource Family Bureau, CDSS
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Since becoming a member of the California Bar in 1998, Kimberly has worked
exclusively in the field of Indian law. Starting as a law clerk then attorney at
California Indian Legal Services, Kimberly went into private practice as a partner
at Forman & Associates, and then served as In-House General Counsel for the
Morongo Band of Mission Indians before joining CTFC. Kimberly’s career has
always focused on advocating for Indian tribes and native non-profits, including
advocacy and litigation connected to tribal economic development, Indian child
and family welfare and protection, strengthening of tribal courts and tribal
governance and development and protection of tribal infrastructure. Kimberly
also extends her advocacy to state and federal legislative efforts, for example
spearheading the California Tribal Customary Adoption Act and working with
lawmakers to secure federal resources for Indian Country. Kimberly is admitted to
practice in California and multiple tribal courts.

Kimberly Cluff
Legal Director, California Tribal Families Coalition

Korena Downing Hazen is a consultant with the Children's Services System
Improvement Section at the California Department of Social Services. She has
worked extensively with several counties throughout the state implementing Peer
Reviews, County Self-Assessments, System Improvement Plans, and Case Reviews
as it relates to the California Children & Family Services Review (C-CFSR). 
Prior to joining CDSS, Korena worked as a social worker working with children
and families in the Emergency Response, Family Reunification, Family
Maintenance, and Permanent Placement programs. In addition, she was also the
Independent Living Program Coordinator working specifically in preparing older
youth leaving the foster care system.  

Korena Downing Hazen
Consultant, Children's Services System Improvement Section, CDSS

At Democracy Forward, Kristen has represented non-profits and individuals in
litigation under the Administrative Procedure Act, other Federal statutes, and the
U.S. Constitution. In particular, Kristen’s cases have involved civil rights, health
care, consumer protections, and the environment, among other issues.

Prior to joining Democracy Forward, Kristen was a member of the Environment
and Natural Resources practice at Vinson & Elkins in Washington, D.C. Kristen’s
practice at Vinson & Elkins focused on administrative law, including litigation and
regulatory counseling. She also maintained an active pro bono practice.

Kristen graduated from New York University Law School, where she was a
member of the NYU Moot Court Board competitions team. During law school, she
served as a legal clerk in the Department of Justice’s Environment & Natural
Resources Division as well as in the Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of
Policy. She also holds a B.A. from Johns Hopkins University.

Kristen is a member of the New York and District of Columbia Bars.

Kristen Miller
Counsel, Democracy Forward
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As a third generation Indian Child Welfare Advocate, Laila brings over 16 years of
experience working as an ICWA advocate and serving as a qualified expert
witness for ICWA cases. She has administered grants and cultural programs and
activities for over a decade, recently focusing on providing training for ICWA
advocacy and tribal criminal background checks. Ms. DeRouen received her
Bachelor of Arts degree in Public Administration, from the University of San
Francisco. Having previously served on the Ya-Ka-Ama Board of Directors for 10
years, Laila has always been proud to work in her community. Ms. DeRouen is a
member of the Dry Creek Rancheria Band of Pomo Indians Tribe located in
Sonoma County.

Laila DeRouen
Central ICWA Field Liaison, CDSS

Linda Ruis is a Tribal member of the Iipay Nation of Santa Ysabel and has worked
for her tribe for the last 18 years as the Director of Social Services. Since ICWA
was passed in 1978, Linda’s passion has been to has been helping Native children
and families and preserving Native culture. Prior to coming to work for her tribe,
Linda served as the Director of Social Services for Southern Indian Health Council
in Alpine, CA, which was one of the first comprehensive prevention programs in
Southern California at that time. She is still committed to making sure that
children are taken care of and have a voice and that voice is heard. She loves
working in her community even though it can be hard at times. Linda is also one
of thetop Indian Expert Witnesses in Southern California and serves on several
boards and is a member of Tribal STAR leadership Team. She enjoys spending
time with her two Grandchildren Daniel Tsosie and her Grandaughter RiaLynn
Tsosie. She also loves to share memories and make new ones.

Linda Ruis
Director of Social Services, Iipay Nation of Santa Ysabel

Liz Elgin De Rouen has been an ICWA Advocate for 28 years. She is the Executive
Director at Indian Child & Family Preservation Program, a consortium of six Tribes
dedicated to preserving Tribal sovereignty, advocating for full compliance of the
ICWA, and supporting the Tribal family unit. Liz is a former Tribal Chairwoman of
Dry Creek Rancheria. She has served as a spokesperson for legislative
enactments in California and nationally. She currently serves as a Board Member
on the following: Ya-Ka-Ama Indian Education & Development, Restorative
Resources Juvenile Justice, CalOES Children’s Justice Act Task Force, and
Auntie’s & Uncles Eagle Council. She is a trainer on ICWA Court Advocacy Skills
and ICWA Dependency for the National Indian Justice Center. She serves as a
Qualified Expert Witness and trainer on the subject matter along with training
and providing technical assistance on Tribal Criminal Background Checks
program. Liz is on a spiritual path as a traditional singer and dancer in
Roundhouse ceremony. She is a devoted mother of three talented daughters and
grandmama to awesome babies Lennox, Talon, and Ophelia. 

Liz DeRouen
Executive Director, Indian Children and Family Preservation Program



Lori has worked for the State of California since 2006. She is currently the
Deputy Director of Planning, Preparedness, and Prevention, a role which includes
oversite of the agency’s seismic hazards branch, dam safety, radiological
preparedness, and statewide all-hazards emergency and continuity planning
efforts. Additionally, she oversees the California Specialized Training Institute, a
statewide enterprise with responsibility for supporting training, exercises, and
education in wide variety of areas including, but not limited to, emergency
management, public safety, homeland security, hazardous materials, disaster
recovery, and crisis communications. 
Prior to her current role, Lori spent almost six years as the Legislative Coordinator
and  manager of the Office of Tribal Coordination at the California Governor’s
Office of Emergency Services, and nine years at the California Student Aid
Commission as Legislative Director, Program Manager, and in various Analyst
roles. 
Lori received her baccalaureate degree from Arizona Christian University in
Phoenix and her post-baccalaureate teacher certification at Arizona State
University in Tempe. After receiving her teaching credential, she moved to
Saitama Prefecture in Japan for two years to teach English as a Second
Language. Upon her return to the United States, she taught elementary classes at
Carden Christian Academy for ten years before going into state service.

Mark Vezzola is a Directing Attorney with California Indian Legal Services. His
practice includes estate planning for individuals under the American Indian
Probate Reform Act, Indian child welfare advocacy, advising Native
organizations, tribal boards and committees, administering tribal elections, code
drafting and defending casino tort claims. He has contributed articles on various
legal topics to the Daily Journal, The Prison Journal, Native News in California,
and updated the Indian Child Welfare Act chapter of the 2018 and 2019 editions
of CEB’s California Juvenile Dependency Practice. Mark currently serves as the
Chief Judge of the Pala Tribal Court in Pala, California and the Chemehuevi
Tribal Court in Havasu Lake, California. He previously taught American Indian
Studies and Native American history as an adjunct professor at Palomar College
and San Diego Mesa College, respectively. From 2010 to 2012 he served on the
Board of the California Indian Law Association. Mark graduated from UMass-
Amherst with a B.A. in history and from UCLA with a J.D. and M.A. in American
Indian Studies. During law school he clerked for the Hopi Appellate Court and
interned at the U.S. Department of Justice’s Office of Tribal Justice in Washington
DC.

Mica Llerandi (Diné/Navajo) is a Senior Attorney, Legal and Program Services at
California Tribal Families Coalition (CTFC). Prior to joining CTFC, she was a staff
attorney at California Indian Legal Services where she represented tribes in
California ICWA cases. She previously worked as a domestic violence attorney on
the Navajo Nation, a deputy prosecutor with the Gila River Indian Community, a
guardian ad litem on the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, and at
Children’s Legal Services of San Diego where she represented minors in San
Diego County dependency cases. She graduated with a B.A. in religious studies
from Yale University and a J.D. with a certificate in Indigenous Peoples Law and
Policy from the University of Arizona.
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Lori Nezhura
Deputy Director of Planning and Preparedness, CalOES

Mark Vezzola
Directing Attorney, California Indian Legal Services

Mica Llerandi
Senior Attorney, Legal and Program Services, CTFC
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Michael Newman is the Senior Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights
Enforcement Section, California. Mr. Newman joined the California Department
of Justice, Office of the Attorney General, in May 2006, as a Deputy Attorney
General in the Civil Rights Enforcement Section. In that Section, Mr. Newman’s
areas of responsibility included the investigation and prosecution of civil rights
violations by public and private entities, as well as hate crimes, children’s rights,
immigrant rights, unfair business practices and Native American cultural
protection. Mr. Newman also conducted community engagement and
educational programs addressing civil rights issues. 
Prior to joining the California Attorney General’s Office, Mr. Newman served in
private practice as an Associate Attorney with the firm of Chapman, Glucksman,
and Dean in West Los Angeles, California, specializing in business, employment,
and financial litigation. 
Mr. Newman received his Bachelor’s Degree from American University in
Washington, D.C., and his Juris Doctor and Master’s Degree in Dispute Resolution
from Pepperdine University School of Law in Malibu, California. 

Michael Newman
Sr. Asst. Attorney General, Civil Rights Enforcement Section, CalDOJ

I have worked for the County in Social Services for 33 years. 
Currently a Protective Services Program manager for 4 programs: The Indian
Specialty Unit, Residential Services, The Open Case Investigations Unit, and San
Pasqual Academy. 

Mike Green, MSW
Protective Services Program Manager, CWS, County of San Diego

Pearce Robinson has a Bachelor’s degree in psychology from San Diego State
University. He began his social work career at New Alternatives, working in a
group home setting for youth ages six to twelve. In 2012, Pearce transitioned to
working with youth in an educational setting as a Rehabilitation Specialist for
San Diego Unified School District. He has been with Child Welfare Services for
the County of San Diego since 2019 as a Protective Services Worker in the Indian
Specialty Unit, where he is part of the Emergency Response team, and enjoys
working in collaboration with the Tribes to assist Native families. He is also a
member of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation.

Pearce Robinson
Protective Services Worker, Indian Specialty Unit, County of San Diego
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Rachel Trusty is the Staff Services Manager II leading the Program Policy and
Business Requirements Bureau within the Child Welfare System Branch. As Project
sponsor, the Branch is responsible for leading the maintenance of the legacy
Child Welfare Services Case Management System (CWS-CMS) and the
development of a new Comprehensive Child Welfare Information System (CCWIS)
CWS-CARES. Rachel’s team is responsible for communicating legislative
requirements for the CWS-CMS and CARES to ensure it meets federal and state
regulations including those for mandatory reports and federal tracking. In
addition, Rachel’s Bureau is responsible for coordinating the ICWA AFCARS
Steering Committee a collaboration of state and tribal representatives. The
ICWA AFCARS Steering Committee is tasked with ensuring the new CCWIS-
CARES system is compliant with AFCARS 2016 Final Rule and seeks to identify
and mitigate issues with the current system. 

Rachel Trusty
Bureau Chief, Program Policy & Business Requirements Bureau, CDSS

On April 23, 2021, Rob Bonta was sworn in as the 34th Attorney General of the
State of California, the first person of Filipino descent and the second Asian-
American to occupy the position.
Attorney General Bonta's passion for justice and fairness was instilled in him by
his parents, who served on the frontlines of some of America's most important
social justice movements. Instilling in him the lessons they learned from the
United Farm Workers and the civil rights movement, Attorney General Bonta's
parents lit a fire inside him to fight against injustice — to stand up for those who
are taken advantage of or harmed. It's why he decided to become a lawyer — to
help right historic wrongs and fight for people who have been harmed. He
worked his way through college and graduated with honors from Yale University
and attended Yale Law School.
As the People's Attorney, he sees seeking accountability from those who abuse
their power and harm others as one of the most important functions of the job. In
elected office, he has taken on powerful interests and advanced systemic
change — pursuing corporate accountability, standing up for workers, punishing
big polluters, and fighting racial injustice. He has been a national leader in the
fight to transform the criminal justice system, banning private prisons and
detention facilities in California, as well as pushing to eliminate cash bail in the
state. He has led statewide fights for racial, economic, and environmental justice
and worked to further the rights of immigrant families, renters, and working
Californians.

Robert Bonta
Attorney General, State of California Department of Justice

Bio pending. 

Samala Maloney
Operations Administrator, Karuk Child Welfare, Karuk Tribe
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Prior to joining Democracy Forward, Samara served as a Senior Attorney for the
Department of Justice, Environment & Natural Resources Division. At DOJ, she
represented the United States in high-profile environmental matters in district
courts across the country, including enforcement cases seeking to hold polluters
accountable. Samara also defended high profile challenges to EPA rulemakings
before the Courts of Appeals, arguing several cases before the D.C. and Ninth
Circuits. While at DOJ, Samara received numerous awards, including a Bronze
Award from EPA’s Office of General Counsel, the Assistant Attorney General’s
Award for Excellence, and she was nominated for the prestigious John Marshall
Award for Trial Litigation. Samara has also served as an adjunct professor at the
George Washington University Law School.
Samara clerked for Judge Jane Stranch of the Court of Appeals for the Sixth
Circuit and Judge Bernice Donald of the Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit.
She graduated Order of the Coif from Vanderbilt University Law School. Samara
received several honors during law school, including the Carl J. Ruskowski Clinical
Legal Education Award for her work as a student advocate successfully
representing clients before the Sixth Circuit in criminal justice matters. Samara is
a member of the District of Columbia and Tennessee bars.

Samara Spence
Senior Counsel, Democracy Forward

Sara Rogers is the Chief of the System of Care Branch within the California
Department of Social Services leading the Department’s implementation efforts
for the Continuum of Care Reform pursuant to AB 403 and System of Care
pursuant to AB 2083. In this role, Ms. Rogers has led the establishment of
innovative multi-system technical assistance models that have increased
partnerships across local and state agencies and which have a commitment to
overcoming any barriers to meeting the needs of children and families, including
those with co-occurring or complex needs. Prior to this role, Sara served as
committee staff to the Senate Human Services Committee in the California State
Senate with responsibility for child welfare policy and Community Care Licensing
issues, among others. She served as a legislative policy consultant to State
Senator Sheila Kuehl and Senator Mark Leno with responsibility for health care
policy, state budget, and human services policy. Sara has more than 19 years of
health and human services policy experience in the California Legislature and
with the California Department of Social Services.

Sara Rogers
Branch Chief, Systems of Care Branch, CDSS

Season Goodpasture
Director of Social Services, Pala Band of Mission Indians
Season Goodpasture is the Development Director with the California Tribal
Families Coalition. She is also the Director of Social Service of the Pala Band of
Mission Indians Social Services. Season’s passion has been to help tribe’s
exercise their sovereignty through program development and increasing the
capacity of their tribal courts and child welfare programs by utilizing a vast array
of state and federal funding sources. Through her work at Pala, Season has
developed an extensive social services program, a tribal foster care program, a
child support program, a mental health and equine program, tobacco cessation
program, a comprehensive early intervention & rehabilitation program for victims
of crime, as well as increased the tribal court’s capacity by expanding judicial
services being offered to tribal members and families. Season’s efforts to expand
her social services program led to Pala being the first tribe in California to be
able to conduct their own criminal background checks and ultimately paved the
way for all other tribes to do so through the passing of SB 1460. Season is an
AMFT and received her M.S. in Counseling Psychology from California Baptist
University and is trained in the EAGALA method of equine-assisted
psychotherapy. 
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Shari (Goodwin) Ghalayini is the ICWA Director and the Finance Officer of the
Enterprise Rancheria of Maidu Indians of California, also known as Enterprise
Rancheria, Estom Yumeka Maidu Tribe, a sovereign American Indian nation of
over 1,000 tribal members.  
Shari has worked for Enterprise for 22 years, in which fourteen of those years the
ICWA Director for Enterprise Rancheria. She manages every aspect of ICWA
cases that involve the Tribe, from day-to-day case management, to representing
the Tribe in court as the Tribes Representative. Enterprise Rancheria exercises
their Sovereign right by having Tribally Approved homes, which Shari oversees
approving and managing. 

Shari Ghalayini
ICWA Director, Enterprise Rancheria, Estom Yumeka Maidu Tribe

Stephanie Weldon serves as a ICWA/ Tribal Social Services consultant for the
California Department of Social Services Office of Tribal Affairs. Stephanie is a
member of the Yurok Tribe and is Tolowa and Karuk. Stephanie has over 17 years
of experience developing and administering social service programs in tribal,
county, and state settings. Stephanie previously served as the Health and Human
Services Director for the Yurok Tribe. She also served as a county Social Services
and CWS Director. She holds an Master in Social Work from Humboldt State and
BA in Native American Studies with an in emphasis in Federal Indian Law. 
 Stephanie was recently appointed to serve on the National Indian Child Welfare
Association (NICWA) Board. Stephanie is the mother of six Yurok children ages
26–8, has one grandchild, and has been married to her husband of 14 years.

Stephanie Weldon
ICWA/Tribal Social Services Specialist, Office of Tribal Affairs, CDSS

Auka (“Hello” in Kumeyaay). My Name is Sunni Dominguez I am
Kumeyaay/Diegueno from The Iipay Nation of Santa Ysabel where I have resided
for the past 33 years. I have 15 years of experience working within Tribal
communities. My background includes Family Advocacy and Early Childhood
Education with the Southern California American Indian Resource Center Even
Start Program, work as a Tribal Youth Coordinator for The Iipay Nation of Santa
Ysabel, and I am an elected Legislator for my Tribe. As a mother of 5, a Foster
caregiver, and tribal community member I understand the importance of
establishing family unity and connections that last a life time. I am excited to be
a part of the Tribal STAR team and look forward to helping make a difference in
the lives of Native youth and families.

Sunni Dominguez
Asst. Program Coordinator, Tribal STAR;
Tribal Secretary, Iipay Nation of Santa Ysabel



Tamara Honrado, Six Nations Mohawk, is Associate General Counsel for the
Yurok Tribe, dedicated to Yurok Health and Human Services. Previous to her
position with the Yurok Tribe, she was a Staff Attorney at California Indian Legal
Services (CILS) and focused on representing Tribes at Indian child custody
proceedings. She received her Juris Doctor from Southwestern Law School’s
accelerated SCALE program and is barred with Tolowa Dee-Ni' Nation Tribal
Court and the State of California. She is pending admission to the Yurok Tribal
Court.  In her free time she enjoys bicycle riding and hanging at the beach with
her family.
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Tamara Honrado
Associate General Counsel, Yurok Tribe

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tony Thurmond is responsible for the
largest public school system in the nation, with more than 6.3 million students and
over 10,000 schools. Since taking office, State Superintendent Thurmond has
made improving equity, access, and opportunity for California’s public school
students his top priority. He has created initiatives that are focused on closing
the opportunity gap for our state’s most vulnerable students and is dedicated to
supporting educators in delivering an equitable education to all students. During
his 4-year tenure in the Assembly, Thurmond authored legislation that
successfully expanded the free lunch program, bilingual education, and the
Chafee Grant college scholarship program for foster youth. Additionally,
Thurmond’s legislation guaranteed preferential voting rights for student school
board members, improved access to families for early education and childcare,
and shifted millions of dollars directly from prisons to schools. State
Superintendent Thurmond is a social worker, educator, advocate, and public
school parent who continues to work tirelessly on behalf of all student to ensure
they reach their full academic potential.

Tony Thurmond
State Superintendent of Public Instruction, CA Department of Education

Victoria Bueno is currently an analyst in the Children’s Services System
Improvement Section (SIS) at the California Department of Social Services
(CDSS). In this role, she oversees and provides technical assistance (TA) to
county Child Welfare and Probation Placement agencies regarding their County
Self-Assessment (CSA) process which includes, but is not limited to, a Peer
Review, stakeholder meeting/engagement and focus groups. In addition to the
CSA, she oversees and provides TA regarding county System Improvement Plans
(SIPs) and annual SIP Progress Reports. Ms. Bueno completed her undergraduate
internship as a Deputy Probation Officer within the 18th Judicial District in the
State of Colorado. Previously, Ms. Bueno was a Human Services Social Worker for
Sacramento County in the Welfare to Work Program 

Victoria Bueno
Analyst, Children's Services System Improvement Section, CDSS


