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Welcome 26th Annual State ICWA Conference Attendees,

I would like to personally welcome each of you to the 2019 State ICWA
Conference. It is an exciting time to be working in the child welfare field
within Indian Country as we continue to grow, strengthen our communities,
and improve the lives of American Indian children and families. We strive to
provide culturally relevant services, strategies and solutions for American
Indian Children. Let us come together as Tribes and service providers to
create alliances and strengthen ourselves. Throughout the conference I
encourage you to take advantage of training opportunities, group
discussions and shared personal experiences with the goals of improving
programs and developing employees in your communities. As we look to the
future I hope we can increase the amount and scope of services offered,
increase the number of children we can reach, improve government to
government relationships and respect the work that has been done before
us. Thank you for your participation, dedication and passion for improving
lives of Native American families.

“We are the shapers of culture, the workers for change, the

dreamers of dreams...."

Robert Smith Pala Band of Mission Indians Chairman





I.C.W.A. AGENDA

DAY 1 Wednesday, June 19th, 2019



I.C.W.A. AGENDA

DAY 2 Thursday, June 20th, 2019



I.C.W.A. AGENDA

DAY 2 Cont. Thursday, June 20th, 2019

DAY 3 Friday, June 21st, 2019



2019 I.C.W.A PRESENTERS

ABBY ABINANTI 
Yurok Chief Judge

Abby Abinanti, Yurok Chief Judge is an enrolled Yurok Tribal member, she holds a Doctor of
Jurisprudence from the University of New Mexico School of Law, and was the first California
tribal woman to be admitted to the State Bar of California. She was a State Judicial Officer
(Commissioner) for the San Francisco Superior Court for over 17 years assigned to the Unified
Family Court (Family/Dependency/Delinquency). She retired from the Superior Court in
September 2011 and on July 31, 2014 was reappointed as a part-time Commissioner for San
Francisco assigned to Dependency, and Duty Judge for that Court where she served until
2015. She has been a Yurok Tribal Court Judge since 1997 and was appointed Chief Tribal
Court Judge in 2007, a position she held in conjunction with her Superior Court assignment
until 2015.
 

AMANDA WILBUR
General Counsel, Blue Lake Rancheria

Amanda Wilbur grew up in Yuba City, California, and received a Bachelor of Arts in History
from UC Santa Cruz in 1989.  Ms. Wilbur has practiced federal Indian law since she
graduated from the University of Arizona Law School in 1999, primarily in house for tribes in
Arizona, New Mexico, South Dakota, and California.  As Chief Prosecutor for an Arizona Tribe,
Ms. Wilbur represented the tribal government in tribal court dependency and state court
ICWA proceedings, working closely with tribal Social Services staff. She also helped establish
a dependency defense program for the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community and
represented numerous parents and guardians in tribal court dependency proceedings.  Ms.
Wilbur currently works in-house for the Blue Lake Rancheria, working closely with the Tribal
Business Council and Tribal Court on ICWA and social services issues. She also serves as an
Appellate Judge for Cedarville Rancheria.
 

ANGIE SCHWARTZ
Policy Director, Alliance for Children’s Rights

Angie Schwartz is Policy Director at the Alliance for Children’s Rights, where she works to
improve the well-being of children living in poverty and those placed in foster care or at-risk
of dependency. Angie has been instrumental in shaping California’s child welfare system,
spearheading key reforms including the extension of foster care to age 21; revamping foster
care to be fully inclusive of kinship families; overhauling the state's foster care rate system to
be based on a child's needs; and improving access to disability benefits for young people in
foster care.  She is a trusted advisor to state and local agencies on state and federal funding
strategies, a leader on thoughtful implementation of child welfare reforms, and a leading
voice in advocating for relative caregivers. Angie has served as lead and co-counsel in
impact cases aimed at securing appropriate benefits and supports for vulnerable children
and families.  She is the author of many articles exploring the intersection of child welfare,
poverty, and safety net programs.  Angie graduated Magna Cum Laude from American
University, and earned a J.D. with distinction from Stanford Law School.
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ART MARTINEZ
Ph.D, Co-Director, Center for Native Child and Family Resilience, Tribal
Law & Policy Institute

As a member the Chumash tribe, and a clinical psychologist, Dr. Art Martinez shares a unique
melding of cultural and clinical experiences.  He has served as an expert witness in many
state and tribal courts within the US. Dr. Art has provided testimony in over 3500 child
welfare cases and a multitude of criminal investigations.  In 2015 Dr. Art joined the Children’s
Bureau established Center for Native Child and Family Resilience. Dr. Art currently serves as
the codirector of the newly formed National Quality Improvement Center (QIC) for Preventive
Services and Interventions in Indian Country. Dr. Art was previously the Senior Advisor for
Tribal Capacity Building for the Capacity Building Center for Tribes, of the Capacity Building
Collaborative of Children’s Bureau.  In the past Dr. Art was the executive and clinical director
of The Child and Family Institute, one of the principal Mental Health contractors for
Sacramento County Child Protective and Children’s Mental Health Services.  Dr. Art founded
the Washoe Family Trauma Healing Center in Gardnerville, Nevada.  In 1999 Dr. Art was
appointed by the Secretary of Health and Human services to the National Advisory Council
for SAMHSA.   Dr. Art was the past Director of the department of Marriage, Child and Family
therapy at the San Diego Campus of Alliant University as well as Director of Counseling and
Psychological Services for UC Merced.  I have served as a nationally known consultant in
issues involving Native Americans, Native American Family Dynamics, Indian Child Welfare,
Native American Child Development, and Native American Traditional values and health
interventions. Dr. Art has over 40 years of experience providing psychological and child
welfare services to American Indian tribes and communities.
 

ANN GILMOUR
Tribal Project Unit, Judicial Council of California

Ann Gilmour is an attorney with the Judicial Council of California, Center for Families,
Children and the Courts, working with the Tribal Project Unit.  The work of the Tribal Projects
Unit includes the Indian Child Welfare Act initiative.  Ms. Gilmour has over twenty years’
experience in the field of Indian law practicing first in British Columbia where she did
aboriginal rights and title litigation, treaty rights and specific claims work.  Since moving to
California in 1999 she has continued to work in the field of Indian law, focusing primarily on
the Indian Child Welfare Act. She joined the Judicial Council in 2007.
 

BRENDA BAGWILL
Director of Social Services, Sycuan Tribe

Brenda Gilman-Bagwill has worked for Sycuan Medical/Dental Center 26 years which is run
by the Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay Nation. She is the Social Services Manager in the Family
Services Department. She also worked in the position of Tribal / Patient Liaison for many
years and the PEI Program.
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CHRISTINA RIEHL
Deputy Attorney General, California Department of Justice

Christina Riehl serves as a Deputy Attorney General for the California Department of Justice
where she has led a coalition of several states to provide amicus support in defense of the
Indian Child Welfare Act.  Before joining the California Department of Justice, Christina
served as Senior Staff Attorney for the University of San Diego School of Law’s Children’s
Advocacy Institute (CAI), where she worked on CAI’s impact litigation, regulatory and
legislative advocacy, public education programs, and directed USD School of Law students
engaged in CAI’s Policy and Dependency clinical programs.
 

CIARA PHILLIPS
MSC, Analyst, Child Trafficking Response Unit, California Department of
Social Services

Ciara Phillips works for the California Department of Social Services (CDSS) as an Associate
Governmental Program Analyst within the Child Trafficking Response Unit. Ciara has 10+ years
of experience in both mental health and child welfare services, serving in both direct practice
and supervisory roles. Prior to state services, Ciara has served as a master’s level social
worker for county level child protective services, and also supervised a 24-hour crisis program
for a non-profit agency focused on the 0-5 population. Ciara is passionate about serving
California’s most vulnerable youth and families.

CHARM LEE
Analyst, Foster Care Policy & Support Unit, California Department of
Social Services

Charm Lee is a Policy Analyst with the California Department of Social Services (CDSS)
Foster Caregiver Policy & Support Unit.  Over the past five years, she has been providing
guidance and technical assistance to counties, CDSS staff, other agencies, and the public. 
She joined the team as the subject matter expert on criminal background checks and the
Relative Approval process.  She has since developed the RFA Background Assessment Guide
(BAG), provided statewide trainings to counties, and developed a Train-the-Trainers (T4T)
curriculum.  She previously worked at the county level for about seven years, specifically
around the Relative Approval process, background checks, and Licensing before joining
CDSS’ Caregiver Background Check Bureau (CBCB).  Charm completed her Master’s
program at Columbia University in New York, NY and obtained her LCSW shortly thereafter.
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CLAUDETTE C. WHITE
Chief Judge of the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians

Claudette C. White, is an enrolled member of the Quechan Indian Tribe located in
Winterhaven, CA and Yuma, AZ. She was appointed as the Chief Judge of the San Manuel
Band of Mission Indians the beginning of 2018 and is actively working hard to further expand
the Court and to create collaborative relationships with the local state and tribal
jurisdictions. Prior to serving at San Manuel Tribal Court, Judge White spent (12) years serving
the Quechan Indian Tribe as Chief Judge and also sitting as a pro tem judge in the following
court's in the trial divisions and appellate; Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Tribe, Tonto
Apache Tribe, San Carlos Apache Tribe. She has worked to help ensure justice by
collaborating with local and neighboring jurisdictions and by working with stakeholders to
develop new alternatives and by making efforts to educate state counterparts about tribal
courts to ensure tribal court recognition and to strengthen comity. Judge White is a 1995
graduate of Northern Arizona University having majored in Criminal Justice and received her
J.D. in 2005 from the Sandra Day O'Conner School of Law at Arizona State University with a
special certificate in Federal Indian Law. She serves as an appointed member to the
California Tribal and State Court Forum and the Arizona Tribal, State, Federal Court Forum as
well as the California Child Welfare Council. Judge White has been working to incorporate
concepts of restorative justice in court by utilizing tribal custom and tradition and focuses on
alternatives to standard punitive measures.
 

DELIA SHARPE
Executive Director, California Tribal Families Coalition

Delia Sharpe is a senior associate attorney with Maier Pfeffer Kim Geary & Cohen LLP. Delia
is also the founding Executive Director of the California Tribal Families Coalition, a non-profit
organization dedicated to protecting the health, safety and welfare of tribal children and
families, with a focus on increasing compliance with the Indian Child Welfare Act. Prior to
being hired as the founding Executive Director of the California Tribal Families Coalition, Ms.
Sharpe was the Program Director for the Resource Center for Family-Focused Practice at UC
Davis Extension's Center for Human Services. She previously served as Directing Attorney for
the Eureka Office of California Indian Legal Services where she oversaw the legal and
administrative operations of that office, serving seven counties and 20 tribes. She
represented tribes and individuals on a diverse array of Indian law and general civil matters,
including the Indian Child Welfare Act, education, economic development, land acquisition,
building infrastructure through law and departmental development, contract drafting and
review, jurisdictional issues and probate. She provided trainings and presentations to tribal
governments and law enforcement, federal and state agencies and various advocates on
many of those topics.
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GLENN N. BASCONCILLO
President, GNB Consulting, Inc.

Glenn Basconcillo is the founder and president of GNB Consulting Inc. a human services
solutions company based in California. With over thirty-five years of public and tribal human
services practitioner and manager, he has a wealth of experience and knowledge in human
services delivery systems. Before starting GNB Consulting, Inc., he held the positions of Chief
Operations Officer, TANF Director and TANF Deputy Director during a twelve-year career with
the Owens Valley Career Development Center (OVCDC), the third largest Tribal TANF
grantee in the nation providing TANF services in the six California counties. Additionally, he
provided his professional services to the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) TANF
Task Force, the Administration for Children and Families (ACF), TANF Technical Assistance
Workgroup and the University of California, Davis, Center for Human Services.
 

GWENDALLE COOPER
Ph.D.

Dr. Gwendalle Cooper (Cherokee) is a psychologist with a background in chemistry and
human physiology. She encourages traditional beliefs and practices that have sustained our
people through the ages. Her workshops have been sought and welcomed nationally and
internationally.
 

 

HEATHER HOSTLER
Director, Office of Tribal Affairs, California Department of Social
Services
Heather Hostler was appointed as the Director of the Office of Tribal Affairs for the

California Department of Social Services in July 2017. She has served as Chief

Deputy, Tribal Advisor in Governor Brown's Office during 2012-2017. Prior to this post,

she served as the Native American Liaison for the California Department of Alcohol

and Drug Programs.  Ms. Hostler received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Native

American Studies: Law and Government, from Humboldt State University. In 2016 she

was awarded Humboldt State University's Distinguished Alumni Award.  She has vast

experience working with tribal governments, development of tribal consultation

policies, grass roots community initiatives, as well as administering foundation and

grant making programs. Ms. Hostler is a member of the Hoopa Valley Tribe, located

in far Northern California.

HEATHER PANKIW
MSW, CFSR  Case Review, Section Chief, California Department of Social
Services
Ms. Pankiw has committed her career to the social services field with over 18 years working
with children and families. She has a Masters in Social Work and Bachelors in Women and
Gender Studies with a concentration in Psychology. Over the past eight years she has
focused her career in child welfare and is currently the Section Chief of the CFSR Case
Reviews at the California Department of Social Services.
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JEANNETTE MCNEILL
MPA, Analyst, Child Trafficking Response Unit, California Department of
Social Service

Jeannette McNeill works for the California Department of Social Services (CDSS) Child
Trafficking Response Unit, where she serves as an Associate Governmental Program Analyst in
the Commercially Sexually Exploited Children Program. Jeannette holds a Masters’ degree in
Public Administration and a Bachelor’s degree in Human Services.  In addition, she has over
10+ years of experience and knowledge in Child Welfare Services on a macro and micro level,
which includes the State of New York and California.  Prior to state services in 2016,
Jeannette served as a Foster Family Agency: Foster Care Social Worker, Case Manager,
Home Finding and Adoption Specialist, Housing Specialist and Employment Specialist, with
social work and supervisory skill sets to serve all at-risk and vulnerable children placed in
Foster Care.  Jeannette’s compassion and determination are aligned with CDSS’ shared
vision, that aims to serve, aid and protect needy and vulnerable children and adults in ways
that strengthen and preserve families, encourage personal responsibility and foster
independence.
 

 

JESSICA MATEU-NEWSOME
Program Director, San Francisco Human Services Agency

Jessica Mateu-Newsome is currently a program director for the San Francisco Human Service
Agency, Family and Children Services Division.  Jessica manages the court dependency and
family services programs for the division.  Jessica also oversees the bilingual services units for
the division.  Prior to this position she was a protective services worker for seven years and a
protective services supervisor for eight years in San Francisco County.  Jessica is currently a
trainer of ICWA for the Bay Area Academy and provides this training to new social workers
hired throughout the Bay Area.  Jessica received her bachelors and master’s degrees in social
work from California State University San Francisco.
 

JOHN SANFILIPPO
California Department of Social Services

John Sanfilippo serves as the Chief of the Foster Care Rates Bureau in the California
Department of Social Services (CDSS).  He joined the CDSS Children and Family Services
Division team in 1999.  His assignments have covered a range of responsibility related to
foster care policy with specific knowledge and experience in the areas of eligibility, funding,
rates, and federal audits.  In 2012, he joined the Community Care Licensing Division to serve
as a program manager in the Background Check Bureau helping to ensure the safety of
children/youth placed in community care facilities throughout the state.
 

JOEY COOK
California Department of Social Services

Joey Cook works for the California Department of Social Services (CDSS) Fiscal Forecasting
and Policy Branch where he serves as an analyst in the Children and Adults Estimates
Bureau.  As an analyst, he currently works on developing the local assistance budget for
various children’s programs across the department.  Since his arrival to the department in
2015 after graduating California State University Sacramento, his primary focus has been on
child welfare program funding.  His experience with a variety of funding sources, both state
and federal, has granted him knowledge of the Tribal funding under the Title IV-E Program.
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KARAN KOLB
Director of Social Services, Southern Indian Health Council

Karan Kolb is a member of the Rincon Band of Luiseno Indians.  She is the Social Services
Director at Indian Health Council Inc. overseeing the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) program
for a seven Tribe consortium and is responsible for the delivery of many programs under the
realm of social services.
Karan has over 27 years of experience working with Tribal Governments and families in the
areas of family preservation, court advocacy and reunification services as well as parenting
and child welfare. She has developed the ICWA program by building communication and
collaboration with partnerships with county, universities and tribal agencies championing the
need for prevention services and training to tribes. She is a member of 7th Generation, a
workgroup of various child welfare and community partners working together collaboratively
to improve child welfare services for Native children and their families. She is involved with
Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children or (CSEC) Collaborative and Initiatives and
served as a board member of the Strong Hearted Native Women’s Coalition representing the
Rincon Tribe.
Karan serves as a Community Advisory member for San Diego State University School of
Social Work and has been recently appointed as the delegate for tribal consultation with the
state of California. She is a member of the ICWA state workgroup and participant in the
California Indian Family Task force through the California Attorney General’s Bureau of
Children’s Justice.  She serves on the Native American Research Internal Review board and a
Tribal Liaison for California State Covered California. Most recently she is a collaborative
partner with the John Hopkins Pediatric Infant Care Collaborative with Indian Health Services
implementing ACEs training and Trauma Informed Care throughout the health services as a
Co-Director of the Prevention and Early Intervention Team and Interdepartmental Case
Management Team crossing care into all departments.
 

KELLEY HARTMAN BARR
Analyst, California Department of Social Services

Kelley is currently an analyst with the Child Trafficking Response Unit with the California
Department of Social Services (CDSS) where she supports in the statewide implementation
of programming designed to prevent, support and intervene with children and youth abused
through commercial sexual exploitation. Prior to joining CDSS, Kelley spent ten years working
in various child welfare social worker roles, six of which were spent directly serving survivors
of domestic and international sex and labor trafficking. Kelley was the recipient of the 2016
Guardian of Hope Award presented by A Community for Peace in Sacramento, CA and
continues to play out her passion for youth and families, specifically those affected by human
trafficking.
 

KIMBERLY CLUFF
General Counsel, Morongo Band of Mission Indians

Since becoming a member of the California Bar in 1998, Ms. Cluff has worked exclusively in
the field of Indian law, advocating for Indian tribes and native non-profits. Her work has
included advocacy and litigation connected to tribal economic development, Indian Child
Welfare, domestic violence, strengthening tribal governance and tribal ordinance
development.  Ms. Cluff also extends her advocacy to legislative efforts, for example
spearheading the California Tribal Customary Adoption Act. Ms. Cluff is admitted to practice
in California, the Washoe Tribal Court and the Morongo Band of Mission Indians Tribal Court.
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LAILA DEROUEN
Indian Child Family Preservation Program

Laila has worked with ICFPP since 2006. She has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Public
Administration with an emphasis in nonprofit governance. She has an Associate's Degree in
Administration of Justice and in Social and Behavioral Science. Additional certifications
include: Law Enforcement; Corrections; PC 832 Laws of Arrest; Juvenile Correctional
Counselor Basic Course; and Children in the Justice System. She has worked in the
community having served on the Sonoma County Indian Health Project Board of Directors and
Ya-Ka-Ama Board of Directors. Laila is a lineal descendant of the Kashia Band of Pomo
Indians of Stewarts Point Rancheria, Manchester/Point Arena Band of Pomo Indians, and Dry
Creek Rancheria Band of Pomo Indians on her mother’s side and Choctaw and Chitimacha on
her father’s side.
 

LIZ ELGIN DEROUEN
Indian Child Family Preservation Program

Liz has worked with ICFPP for the past 21 years as an Indian Child Welfare Act Advocate. Liz
is a qualified expert witness. She serves on the Children’s Justice Act Task Force, Ya-Ka-Ama
Board of Directors, and Restorative Resources Board of Directors. Liz is a lineal descendant of
the Kashia Band of Pomo Indians of Stewarts Point Rancheria, Manchester/Point Arena Band
of Pomo Indians on her mother’s side and Dry Creek Rancheria Band of Pomo Indians on her
father’s side.

LINDA RUIS
Director of Social Services, Santa Ysabel Tribe

Linda Ruis is a Tribal  member of  the Iipay Nation of Santa Ysabel and has worked for her
tribe for the last 16 years as the Director of Social Services.  Since ICWA was passed in 1978,
Linda’s passion has been to has been helping Native children and families and preserving
Native culture.  Prior to coming to work for her tribe, Linda served as the Director of Social
Services for Southern Indian Health Council in Alpine, CA, which was one of the first
 comprehensive prevention programs in Southern California at that time. She is still comitted
to making sure that children are taken care of and have a voice and that voice is heard. She
loves working in her community even though it can be hard at times.  Linda is also one of the
top Indian Expert Witnesses in Southern California and serves on several boards and is a
member of Tribal STARS leadership Team. She enjoys spending time with her two
Grandchildren Daniel Tsosie 5yr.s old and her Grandaughter RiaLynn Tsosie who is 3 yrs. old.,
She also loves to share memories and make new ones.
 



2019 I.C.W.A PRESENTERS

LORRAINE LAIWA
Indian Child Family Preservation Program

Lorraine has worked with ICFPP since November 1993. Since 1980 she has served as an ICWA
Advocate, Case Manager, Family Services Worker, and Program Director. She serves as an
ICWA qualified expert witness and is a Tribal Elder qualified to offer traditional and spiritual
advice. Lorraine is a lineal descendant of the Kashia Band of Pomo Indians of Stewarts Point
Rancheria on her mother’s side and Manchester/Point Arena Band of Pomo Indians on her
father’s side.
 

MARK VEZZOLA
Directing Attorney, California Indian Legal Services

Mark Vezzola is a Directing Attorney with California Indian Legal Services. His practice
includes estate planning for individuals under the American Indian Probate Reform Act, Indian
child welfare advocacy, advising Native organizations, tribal boards and committees,
administering tribal elections, code drafting and defending casino tort claims. He has
contributed articles on various legal topics to the Daily Journal, The Prison Journal, Native
News in California, and updated the Indian Child Welfare Act chapter of the 2018 and 2019
editions of CEB’s California Juvenile Dependency Practice. Mark currently serves as the Chief
Judge of the Pala Tribal Court in Pala, California and the Chemehuevi Tribal Court in Havasu
Lake, California. He previously taught American Indian Studies and Native American history as
an adjunct professor at Palomar College and San Diego Mesa College, respectively. From
2010 to 2012 he served on the Board of the California Indian Law Association. Mark
graduated from UMass-Amherst with a B.A. in history and from UCLA with a J.D. and M.A. in
American Indian Studies. During law school he clerked for the Hopi Appellate Court and
interned at the U.S. Department of Justice’s Office of Tribal Justice in Washington DC.
 

LORI FULLER
Permanency Policy Bureau Chief

Lori Fuller is a Chief in the Permanency Policy Bureau at the CA Department of Social
Services.  Her work focuses on program and policy development related to concurrent
planning, adoption, health, mental health and education services to children and youth in
foster care.  She is also the CDSS project manager for the Quality Improvement Project:
Improving the Use of Psychotropic Medication Amongst Children and Youth in Foster Care.
She has over 20 years of experience providing services to children, youth and families
involved in the child welfare system.

MARY TRIMBLE NORRIS
Executive Director, American Indian Child Resource Center
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MICA LLERANDI
Staff Attorney, California Indian Legal Services

Mica Llerandi (Navajo) is a Staff Attorney at California Indian Legal Services (CILS). Prior to
joining CILS, she served as minor's counsel in San Diego County. Mica worked on multiple
Indian reservations in both state and tribal courts in Arizona. First on the Navajo Nation as a
Staff Attorney and Domestic Violence Project Director with DNA-People’s Legal Services,
then on the Gila River Indian Community as a Deputy Community Prosecutor handling both
criminal and dependency proceedings, and lastly on the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian
Community as a Guardian ad Litem for children in dependency case and incapacitated
adults in conservatorship proceedings . She received her Juris Doctor with a Certificate in
Indigenous Peoples’ Law and Policy from University of Arizona, James E. Rogers College of
Law, and her Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies from Yale University.
 

MEGAN LAPE
Federal Legislative Coordinator, California Department of Social
Services
Megan Lape is the Federal Coordinator with the CA Department of Social Services. She has
been with CDSS for about a year and a half. Ms. Lape previously worked for seven years at
the American Public Human Services Association in Washington, D.C., where she led national
efforts to integrate publicly-funded health and human service programs. Prior to that, she
worked in government and community relations for a community-based behavioral health
provider serving adults with serious and persistent mental illness in Pittsburgh, PA.
 

MAUREEN GEARY
Partner, Maier Pfeffer Kim Geary & Cohen

Maureen Geary is a graduate of the Northwestern School of Law of Lewis and Clark College
in Portland, Oregon.  She received her M.A. from the University of Arizona in Indian
Policy/Political Science and earned a B.A. from the University of North Dakota in Indian
Studies.
 
Maureen is a partner with Maier Pfeffer Kim Geary and Cohen, LLP an Indian law firm with
offices in Oakland and Santa Rosa, CA.  Maureen serves as general counsel to Indian tribes,
Indian health clinics, and Indian non-profit organizations with a focus on economic
development, tribal governance, land acquisition, housing, tribal TANF and Indian Child
Welfare Act cases, among other areas.  Previously, Maureen was an attorney with California
Indian Legal Services for 18 years. She served as the Chair of the CILS ICWA Project and was
responsible for the 2006 passage of California Senate Bill 678, which codified the Indian
Child Welfare Act, in California.
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MICHAEL HUESCA
Executive Director for San Diego's  Paternal Opportunities,
Programs & Services Organization (P.O.P.S.)
 
Mr. Huesca is recognized as an advocate for children, fathers, parents, grandparents, LGBTQ
individuals and victims of domestic violence. He is nationally known as a specialist in “father
engagement”, “domestic violence” and is subject matter expert in “Child Welfare”.. His
advocacy work in the Juvenile dependency system, has earned him honors from the American
Bar Association creating recognition as the “2016 Reunification Hero” and from Casey Family
Programs “2017 Casey Excellence for Children”. On the State level he is an active member of
the California Child Welfare Council prevention committee, a consultant for the Children’s
Bureau, Center for States, a trainer/facilitator with the California Judicial Council and the
American Bar Association.
 

MICHELE FAHLEY
Deputy General Counsel, Pechanga Indian Reservation

Michele Fahley has served as the Pechanga Band’s Deputy General Counsel since August
2009.  Michele graduated from UCLA School of Law in June 2003 and received her Master’s
Degree in American Studies from UCLA in June 2004.  Upon graduating, Ms. Fahley joined
the Escondido office of California Indian Legal Services as a staff attorney, representing low
income Native Americans and Tribes in a variety of Indian law issues, including cultural
resources protection under state and federal law, Indian Child Welfare Act advocacy and
litigation, code drafting, legal advice and will drafting under the American Indian Probate
Reform Act, and brief services to individuals on a variety of matters. 
 
As Deputy General Counsel with the Pechanga Office of the General Counsel, Michele
provides legal counsel to the tribal government and all its Departments, including the Tribal
Council, Tribal Court, Child and Family Services, TANF, Cultural Department, Human
Resources Department, Ranger and Fire Departments, Trust Review Board, and
others.  Michele also represents the Band in all Indian Child Welfare matters in state courts.
Michele has a strong background in both California State and federal cultural resource and
environmental protection laws, and the government-to-government relationship enjoyed
between Tribes and the federal government, while also having a wealth of experience in
consultation and related concerns.  Ms. Fahley has assisted with the successful completion of
two tribal court grants, resulting in the drafting, approval and implementation of tribal child
welfare laws and she continues to work closely with the Band’s Tribal Court, Child and Family
Services Department, and Indian Child Welfare Act Experts on a regular basis.  In addition to
direct work for the tribal government, Michele provides brief services to tribal members on a
variety of issues, including counsel and advice regarding land ownership, the leasing process
through the Bureau of Indian Affairs and simple estate and probate issues.
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REBECCA BUCHMILLER
Manager, Child and Family Team Unit, California Department of
Social Services
Rebecca Buchmiller is the manager leading the work of the Integrated Services Unit for the
Children and Family Services Division within the California Department of Social Services. 
She is committed to furthering the mission of building collaborative relationships between
child serving agencies and systems to meet the unique needs of children and families.
Rebecca came into this work through her own experience fostering and adopting children
with trauma and complex needs which motivated her to lead others in removing barriers to
accessing services and supports that help children heal and thrive. She co-founded a non-
profit that supports adoptive families and is a board member on the Hemophilia Council of
California which advocates for persons with bleeding disorders. In her spare time, she enjoys
the outdoors and hosting dinner parties for family and friends.
 

NICOLE WILLIAMSON
CAO/Director of Health & Human Services, Alpine County

Nichole Williamson is County Administrative Officer for Alpine County in Markleeville,
California.  In this position she was responsible for the development and implementation of
the Child Welfare Memorandum of Understanding with the Washoe Tribe in March 2014.  The
collaborative work with the Washoe Tribe received recognition with a 2014 Achievement
Award from the National Association of Counties and a 2014 Merit Award from the California
State Association of Counties.  Prior to employment in Alpine County Nichole was an
Executive Director of several social service community-based agencies in South Lake Tahoe,
California. Currently she serves as the Chair of the Alpine First 5 Commission, member of the
Alpine County Child Abuse Prevention Council, member of Alpine County Community
Corrections Committee and Alpine County Economic Development Committee. Nichole has a
Bachelor’s of Arts in Anthropology from the University of Tennessee.
 

PATRICK O’RIELY
President,  OPR Communications

Patrick J. O’Reilly is President/CEO of OPR Communications. A Southern California native,
Patrick has positively contributed to California business and public affairs for more than two
decades. He serves as a trusted and respected advisor to numerous elected and business
officials throughout the state and has guided scores of successful marketing and public
affairs campaigns. A veteran of several high profile cases, his career has included both
national and international crisis management experience.
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SANDY WHITE HAWK
Founder & Director of First Nations Repatriation Institute

Sandra White Hawk is a Sicangu Lakota adoptee from the Rosebud Reservation, South
Dakota. She is the founder and Director of First Nations Repatriation Institute. 
First Nations Repatriation Institute (FNRI) is the first organization of its kind whose goal it is to
create a resource for First Nations people impacted by foster care or adoption to return
home, reconnect, and reclaim their identity.  The Institute also serves as a resource to
enhance the knowledge and skills of practitioners who serve First Nations people.
Sandra organizes Truth Healing Reconciliation Community Forums that bring together
adoptees/fostered individuals and their families and professionals with the goal to identify
post adoption issues and to identify strategies that will prevent removal of First Nations
children.  She has also initiated an ongoing support group for adoptees and birth relatives in
the Twin Cities Area. Sandra is a consultant for the Capacity Building Center for Tribes,
Center for Regional and Tribal Child Welfare Studies University of Duluth, Minnesota and is
the Elder in Residence at the Indian Child Welfare Law Office, Minneapolis, MN.
 

SEASON GOODPASTURE
Director,  Pala Band of Mission Indians Social Services

Season Goodpasture is Maidu and Paiute and is an enrolled member of the Susanville Indian
Rancheria.  Season has her M.S. in Counseling Psychology and is a Marriage and Family
Therapist and has served as the Director of Social Services for the Pala Band of Mission
Indians since 2013 and is also the southern regional representative for California Tribal
Families Coalition and part of the leadership team for Tribal STAR.  During her time as the
director, Season has helped the Tribe increase its social services capacity by creating Pala
Mental Health and Equine Program, Pala Parenting Program, Pala Child Support Program,
and a Pala Foster Care Program.  Season is certified through EAGALA and provides culturally
tailored Equine Assisted Psychotherapy to Pala youth and parents.  Pala Equine Program is
the first EAGALA certified Tribal Equine Program in the state of California.  During her four
years, Season has helped the Tribe utilize its Tribal Court and Social Services abilities to the
fullest extent and provide complete case management for all child welfare matters, including
Tribal Customary Adoption.  Through her work, Pala was the first Tribe in the state of
California to be approved to perform criminal background checks at the state and federal
level and inspired the drafting of SB1460, which then allowed all Tribes within the state to
access criminal background checks for child welfare purposes.
 

SARA DODGE
Analyst, Continuum of Care Reform, California Department of
Social Services
Sara Dodge is a policy analyst with the CA Department of Social Services and has been
exclusively involved for the past four years with the implementation of the Resource Family
Approval (RFA) program.
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STEPHANIE WELDON
Director of Social Services, Yurok Tribe

Stephanie (McQuillen) Weldon serves as the Yurok Tribe Health and Human Services Director.
She returned to serve her community on February 4, 2019.  Stephanie is Yurok, Tolowa, Karuk,
and Irish and is an enrolled Yurok Tribal member. She was born and raised on the Yurok
Reservation in Klamath by her mother and maternal family.  She is the mother to six Yurok
children and the grandma (gi) to one Yurok grandson.
Stephanie recently served five and half years for Humboldt County working for the
Department of Health and Human Services in public social services in a handful of positions
promoting in her short time with the county system- as the Child Welfare Services Director,
Social Services Branch Director, Deputy Director and CWS Social worker supervisor.  In her
various roles for Humboldt County, she provided administrative oversight of public social
service programs, staff, contracts& grants.  She worked to implement system reform, improve
interventions and services to Tribal families, assist with coordination collaboration with Tribes
and to support the implementation of the Indian Child Welfare Act. She co-led in the
development and implementation of the first  joint jurisdictional dependency court, between
Humboldt County Superior Court and the Yurok Tribal  Court, for Yurok child welfare cases. 
She also worked to develop the first Child Welfare Tribe/County agreement between the
Hoopa Tribe and the County DHHS.  Prior to working for Humboldt county Stephanie served as
the Social Services Director of the Yurok Tribe. 
Stephanie has worked for her Tribe for over twenty years in education, prevention, and social
services. Stephanie is involved in Tribal advocacy, cultural revitalization and preservation, and
raising awareness of Tribal issues throughout her personal and professional life. She has
served on community boards and committees including head start parent policy, juvenile
justice commissions, chamber of commerce, coach, cultural presenter, and basketball
tournament committees. Stephanie received her B.A. Degree in Native American Studies in
with a minor in American Indian Education  and obtained a Master in Social Work from
Humboldt State University. 
 

SUZANNE M. GARCIA
Tribal Legal and Child Welfare Specialist Tribal Law and Policy
Institute, Child Welfare Capacity Building Center for Tribes 
 
Suzanne Garcia is a Tribal Legal and Child Welfare Specialist at the Tribal Law and
Policy Institute (TLPI). At TLPI, Suzanne works on numerous projects on such subjects
such as tribal/county/state collaboration, wellness courts, court system
development, child welfare, sex trafficking, trauma informed practice, code
development, and substance use affected families. Prior to working for TLPI, Suzanne
was Assistant General Counsel for the Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California where
she entered into negotiations with Alpine County to develop a collaborative
relationship of which resulted in a Child Welfare Memorandum of Understanding that
was signed in 2014. Suzanne is licensed to practice law in the state of Nevada. 
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SYLVIA DEPORTO
Consultant

Sylvia is a California native spending most of her life in the Southern California area. Sylvia
attended the University of California at Riverside where she received her bachelor’s degree in
Psychology and then California State University at San Bernardino where she received her
Masters’ degree in Counseling and Education.
 
Sylvia began her child welfare career as a caseworker in El Paso County, Colorado, then
moved on to do casework for Home and Community Based Services, a program that provided
services to elderly, blind and disabled adults as an alternative to nursing home care. She then
returned to California and worked with developmentally delayed children ages 0-5 and their
families through the Inland Regional Center in San Bernardino, California. Sylvia then
returned to her first love, child welfare, working for Riverside county children’s services for 21
years where she began as a caseworker and held positions as a supervisor, trainer, manager,
deputy director and assistant director all in children’s services. After five years as the
assistant director leading Riverside county child welfare she moved to the San Francisco Bay
area to be the director of child welfare in the city/county of San Francisco where she spent
a little over five years. Having retired last August Sylvia is now a consultant and trainer with a
focus on the areas of leadership development and coaching, and provides training and
consulting on the Indian Child Welfare Act.

MSW, ASW, CalSWEC Title IV E Stipend Program

Tamara Strohauer is an Associate Clinical Social Worker, Certified Addictions Treatment
Counselor, SERVE: Indigenous Social Workers for Change, Southern Region Project
Coordinator, and a Lecturer in the School of Social Work at San Diego State University. She is
an active member the National Roundtable on Native American Trauma-Informed Initiatives,
and the Southern California Warrior Spirit team who put on a three day “Calling upon the
Warrior Spirit to Heal Historical Trauma Conference and Ceremony” in October of 2018.
As SERVE Project Coordinator, Tamara works with Schools of Social Work, from UCLA to
SDSU, supporting and recruiting Native American students interested in Bachelor and Master
of Social Work programs. Along with her SERVE Colleagues, Tamara works toward de-
colonizing social work curriculum and educating social work students as well as faculty across
universities on California Indian History, historical trauma, ACEs, cultural humility and ICWA.
Tamara provides trainings for future child welfare workers and behavioral health MSW
students, is passionate about trauma informed practice, and is certified as an ICWA Core
Curriculum Trainer. She was honored last year at the Tribal STAR 15th Anniversary Celebration
as Champion for Justice and ICWA Compliance through Training. Tamara is currently co-
chairing the planning of a California Genocides and Resilience Conference to be held at
SDSU November 22-24, 2019. Her clinical and research interests are in historical trauma, co-
occurring mental health and substance use concerns, childhood trauma, and the
neuroscience of trauma and addiction.
 

TAMARA STROHAUER
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WILLIAM A. THORNE, JR.
Judge, Retired

Judge William A. Thorne, Jr. (ret.), a Pomo/Coast Miwok Indian from northern California, was
appointed to the Utah Court of Appeals in May 2000 by Gov. Michael O. Leavitt. He retired
in September of 2013. He was a judge in the Third Circuit Court for eight years, having been
appointed by Governor Norman Bangerter in 1986, and then served in the Third District Court
for six years, having been appointed by Governor Leavitt in 1994. Judge Thorne received a
B.A. from the University of Santa Clara in 1974 and a J.D. from Stanford Law School in 1977.
Judge Thorne has served for over 34 years as a tribal court judge in Utah, Idaho, Montana,
New Mexico, Colorado, Arizona, Wisconsin, South Dakota, Nevada, California, Nebraska, and
Michigan. Throughout his career he has served on numerous committees and boards helping
several organizations.
 

Thank you to all the presenters that
contributed to the 2019 I .C.W.A. Conference!

TOM LIDOT
Tribal Liasion, Tribal Justice Collaborative

Tom Lidot (Ret), Tlingit, is the Tribal Liaison for the Tribal Justice Collaborative, an advisor for
the National Capacity Building Center for Tribes (Childrens Bureau). In 2018 he founded the
Tribal Justice Collaborative which builds collaboration between the tribes, tribal/state courts,
and child welfare. He leads Pacific Mountain Philanthropy, a team of experienced executives
with a mission to improve outcomes for Native communities.
 



Thank you to our 2019 I.C.W.A.
Conference Sponsors

Turquoise Sponsors- Dinner/Movie Premier

 

Platinum Sponsor- Conference shirts

Gold Sponsor- Lunch

Silver Sponsor

Coral Sponsor


